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Consultation on Block A increase in height had closed, with more than 200 

objections, including from North Hinksey and Cumnor parish councils. The planning 

officer had recommended approval. 

The Vale District Council planning committee met in December and voted to 

REFUSE planning permission A with six members voting to refuse permission and 

three abstaining. Reasons for refusal were the height and massing of the building 

and the lack of affordable housing provision. 

 

At the time, we felt reassured to see that democracy was working within the planning 

process, when so often it seems to be weighted in favour of developers against the 

needs and wishes of the community. 

However … 

Botley Development Company (BDC) appealed to the Secretary of State against the 

decision.  

Notwithstanding that the appeal case simply repeated the arguments made during 

the consultation, the Inspector’s decision was that the appeal was allowed and 

planning permission was granted.  

He acknowledged the concerns expressed by local residents. He said that the 

committee had applied the criteria in planning policies and were entitled to come to 

their view. 

I wrote to our MP Layla Moran to see what her comments were. Her response was 

that she was disappointed see the decision of the Vale’s planning team overturned 

by the Planning Inspector as she knew that we and many residents had put so much 

time and energy into this campaign and that that LibDem councillors worked very 

hard to make sure that the West Way redevelopment reflected the views and wishes 

of the community it serves. 

She says that it points to a broken planning system that would be exacerbated by the 

planned reforms proposed by the government.  

On that happy and political note, moving on: 

Since then, we have been waiting for the built units to be taken up, and now a few 

restaurants are scheduled to open soon. The farmers’ market has been a welcome 

addition, especially last summer when just being out and meeting people in the flesh 

was a pleasure. 

Demolition of Elms Court and Grant Thornton buildings have commenced. 


