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Objecting to the Planning Application – Short Guide 

If you feel that the latest proposals for West Way should not be approved, then you can comment 

on the application and have your objections considered. This note gives some brief guidance of the 

process, and there are links to other documents which you may find useful. 

Even if you have already submitted a comment, you are allowed to send another. 

Summary  
Reference number:  P20/V0921/FUL – click here to access the application  

Closing date for comments:  30th May 2020 

Look at as much of the documentation as you can 
We would have liked to have made the plans available in paper form for everyone to look at. 

Obviously that hasn’t been possible. If anyone is having trouble accessing the plans, or any 

subsequent revisions you should contact the planning officer directly at 

planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 

This document contains a summary of the changes and relevant supporting documentation. 

Planning policy documents are: Botley Centre Supplementary Planning Document; Design Guide 

Supplementary Planning Document; North Hinskey Parish Neighbourhood Plan; Vale Local Plan 

2031 

This document summarises the relevant sections. 

How to submit 
Submission via the on-line form on the Vale’s web-site is preferred, or email to 

planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk, but you can send by mail to the address below (although that 

would cause a delay in your comments being received).  

If your comment is likely to be long or complex and you plan to submit on-line, then it is best to 

write it in a separate document and when you are happy with it, copy it to the on-line form, or 

include it as an uploaded attachment. (This will save you losing your work if the website has a 

glitch.) 

You should quote the planning application number P20/V0921/FUL. 

The more people who write, the better. All comments will be read and feed into the decision. There 

are some things that will add weight to your comment.  

• Focus on arguments relative to planning (see below) as much as possible. The issues are 

discussed in this document. Please feel free to take any of the points made in this 

document for your own comment. 

• Use your own words and write it yourself if you can, although the use of standard wording 

still has an impact. See here for an example submission which you may wish to use. 

• The Council will not publish or take account of any material which they think is libellous, 

racist or offensive. 

The Vale of White Horse have a web page which may help. 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P20/V0921/FUL#exactline
https://westwayconcern.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/block-a-amendments-description-of-the-application.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents/botley-ce
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-development-framework/supplementar-2
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-development-framework/supplementar-2
http://www.nhinkseynp.org.uk/resources/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2031
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planning-policy/local-plan-2031
https://westwayconcern.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/block-a-amendments-planning-policy-1.pdf
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P20/V0921/FUL#exactline
https://westwayconcern.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/wwcc-comments-on-the-planning-application-v0921-1.docx
https://westwayconcern.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/simple-letter-0921-2.docx
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/find-application/guidance-commenting-planning-application
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Writing letters 
If you have concerns that are not ‘material considerations’ you may wish to write to our District 

Councillors for Botley and Sunningwell ward, Debby Hallett and Emily Smith. District Councillors 

for Cumnor are Alison Jenner and Judy Roberts. Contact details are available on the Vale’s 

website here. 

If you live in North Hinksey parish, you may also wish to write to members of the Parish Council. 

Contact details are available here. 

What will happen next 
Once the consultation period has closed, the planning officer will review all the comments received 

and make his recommendation as to whether it is approved or not. Our District Councillor has 

called the application in, which means that the decision will be made by the planning committee, 

rather than by the officers. This will allow a debate by the committee, which usually the public will 

be able to attend and to make representation. We will find out how the process will work in the 

lockdown. 

Addresses 
Website:  http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/find-

application/planning-application-register 

Vale of White Horse Planning Officer responsible: Andy Heron,  

Email:  planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk   

Address:  Vale of White Horse District Council 

Planning Department 

135 Eastern Avenue 
Milton Park 
Milton 
OX14 4SB 

 

  

http://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=WARD&VW=LIST&PIC=0
https://northhinksey-pc.gov.uk/councillors/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/find-application/planning-application-register
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/find-application/planning-application-register
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Planning arguments 
Planning only takes some aspects into account, and those that can be allowed are called ‘material 

considerations’. There’s no precise definition of what is a planning argument and what is not – and 

it’s often down to the language you use. A letter of objection on the grounds that you walk your dog 

on the site may not be treated very seriously. A letter which says your amenity will be affected will 

carry more weight even though it amounts to the same thing. 

The following can be considered as planning arguments: 

Highways, traffic, parking, road use 
• Highways/ Traffic implications and ‘generated’ traffic. Also other transport impacts such as 

on walking and cycling and buses 

• Parking issues 

• Highway safety or the convenience of road users [but only if this can be backed up by 

technical evidence] 

Overall design and character 
• Landscape/ Visual impacts 

• Effect of the development on the character of the neighbourhood 

• If you think the proposed development is over-bearing, out-of-scale or out of character in 

terms of its appearance compared with existing development in the vicinity 

• Design, appearance and layout (including bulk and massing, detailing and materials) 

• Unacceptably high density/ overdevelopment of the site, especially if it involves loss of land 

or the open aspect of the neighbourhood 

Loss of privacy, light, noise 
• Loss of privacy 

• Loss of light 

• Noise impacts and disturbance 

• If the loss of existing views from neighbouring properties would adversely affect residential 

amenity 

Conflict with local policies 
• Conflict with local policy – If you feel the plan is not in accordance with local plan policy 

• Conflict with national policy – if you feel it is not sustainable in economic, social or 

environmental terms 

• Financial considerations (introduced by the Localism Act), such as Section 106 

contributions and other financial costs and benefits – we hope to provide guidance on these 

issues soon 

What is not a Material Consideration? 

Despite their importance to you, some things are likely to be ignored by planning officials. Non-

material considerations include:  

• Loss of property value 

• Objections to the construction period 

• Personal circumstances or disagreements 

• Personal, political or ideological disapproval 

• Cost of development 

• Opposition to business competition 
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• The reasons, motives, or profit likely to be made by the applicant 

• The behaviour of the applicant 

• Concerns about possible future development of the site (as distinct from the actual 

development which is currently being proposed) 

 

This guidance was largely based on two documents which are available on the web. It is based 

around “Community guide to retail planning” 

http://www.tescopoly.org/sites/default/files/A%20Community%20Guide%20to%20Retail%20Planni

ng.pdf and  Martin Goodall’s Planning Law Blog http://planninglawblog.blogspot.co.uk/p/how-to-

object.html.  

 

15 March 2020 
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