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West Way Community Concern annual report, August 2018 to July 2019 
 

Over the past year, we have endeavoured to keep you up to date with the development via 

newsletters and articles in the Cumnor Parish News and Sprout. I will just give a summary of this 

now, but if you want to know more, then I’m happy to take questions at the end. 

Arthur Howse 

First, I’d like to say that we were saddened by the death of Arthur Howse in May at the age of 81. 

As we all know, Arthur and the other members of the Howse family were very much part of our 

successful campaign to save Elms Parade, together with the vicarage and Field House. Their 

determination that Elms Parade should be saved as the focus of our community helped build our 

resolve. The Howse family very kindly allowed us to use the retail unit 5 Elms Parade as the base for 

WWCC’s campaign, which was critical to our success. 

WWCC activities 

Looking back over the past year, the main activities have been monitoring the on-going 

development, raising issues related to construction, and reviewing and commenting on the 

applications to discharge planning conditions as they were submitted by Mace’s agents. 

Construction 

As the early phases of the demolition and development commenced, car parking, pedestrian and 

vehicle access and safety issues were raised.  

Re-direction of the footpaths created problems from time to time, particularly lack of signing, 

accessibility, generator noise and lighting (not enough light on the footpath and too much on the 

Arthray Road houses).  

The parking management company were persuaded to restore the free parking time from 1½ hours 

to its original 2 hours. 

I complained about construction vehicles using Eynsham Road, contrary to planning conditions, and 

mostly now they are using the A420. 

SDC do expect their workers to use the Seacourt Park and Ride, and most of them comply. We 

always knew that it was inevitable that some construction workers would park around Arthray 

Road and beyond. Residents need to report offending vehicles to SDC who say that they have a ‘2 

strikes and you’re out’ policy.  

SDC have, in general, responded reasonably promptly to our requests, and have shown that they do 

give safety a priority. 

The community building is nearly ready for the library, Seacourt Hall and the Baptist Church to 

move in. Blocks B, C and D (students, Premier Inn, foodstores) are expected to be complete in 

summer next year. With all the other student accommodation being built around the city, we still 

do not share Mace’s confidence that students will want to live in Botley. 
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Block E (residential and retail) should be complete at the end of 2020.  

The remaining block A (residential and retail) will be where the old office blocks are now. Mace 

have no plans yet as to the start date for this last phase. 

Name of the new centre 

We were irritated by the chosen name for the development – ‘Westway Place’ with Westway as 

one word. Mace just didn’t seem to understand that we found it insulting to have the local road 

name mis-spelt. In the end, the Parish and District Councils have the say as to what the address will 

be, and have insisted on West Way Square, with West Way as two words. A minor victory, but a 

battle that shouldn’t have had to be fought. 

Planning applications and site management 

There are a number of planning conditions which have to be discharged prior to any building on the 

site being occupied. The developer has, therefore, been busy submitting applications to discharge 

these conditions.  

The conditions which concern us most are those which relate to how the centre will operate and be 

managed, in relation to site security, deliveries and transport. The reasons for these conditions are 

clear in the decision notice as ‘to enable effective management of the site, for prevention of crime, 

and to ensure that the development is not detrimental to the amenity of nearby residents’, and ‘in 

the interests of highway safety, residential amenity and convenience’.  

We have always considered that development is over-crowded in terms of what is built in the space 

such that large vehicles, users' vehicles, and people are sharing space which results in hazards and 

risk of injury. The way in which the development will operate and be managed in practice is very 

important, to ensure that these risks are minimised.  

We have commented on the landscape plans, in which the steps and ramps in the main street are 

an obstruction to those of limited mobility or sight. The plans have now been approved. 

We have also commented on the CCTV scheme, servicing and delivery plan, and cycle parking. Our 

comments are on the Vale planning website, and also on our own website. 

The CCTV coverage doesn’t seem to be complete or to be effective for crime prevention. They will 

not be continuously monitored.  

Delivery and Servicing Plan describes a system intended to prevent two large vehicles arriving 

together and causing an obstruction. We do not find the plan convincing, and have told the 

planning officers this. Time will tell. 

The cycle parking plans show cycle racks put into any spare space around the site, and we are 

concerned that they will block pedestrian routes. Provision for students is still inadequate, 

consisting of racks in the underground car-park, with not enough spaces and no security. 

We have met with the planning officers to discuss our concerns. They have passed our comments 

on, and, although they may not be able to refuse to discharge the conditions, at least they know 

what the problems are and that we are keeping our eyes on what is going on.  
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Applications need to be signed off by Oxfordshire County Council as Highways Authority as well as 

the Vale District Council.  

Crime prevention 

We have pleased to see that the Crime Prevention Design Advisor for Thames Valley Police has 

taken an interest in the development. He comments that inadequate attention given to crime 

prevention in the design of the building increases the potential for crime and anti-social behaviour 

in residential blocks. Crime and disorder, and the fear of crime would undermine the quality of life 

and community cohesion and resilience. He makes recommendations with respect to the 

residential buildings, about the arrangements for entry control, post and deliveries, cycle storage, 

lighting and CCTV. 

In our view, the design of the student blocks fails to ensure the safety, security and well-being of 

young people and their property, particularly cycles. There is no provision for 24/7 staffing on 

reception, making anti-social behaviour, tailgating, thefts and burglaries more likely. There is no 

secure storage for cycles.   

As well as the direct impact on the students themselves, a reputation for petty crime in the area 

would lead to a fear of crime for all residents and users of the centre.  

We have been assured by the Advisor that he will review the arrangements in all the blocks. Mace’s 

representative has also confirmed that they will work with the Advisor as they prepare the required 

security and management plan for the centre. We hope they will do so.  

[The site itself will be manged by Savills, on behalf of Botley Development Company. The 

manager will be located in Savills offices, not on site.  The Parking Management company 

will be Smart Parking Ltd, and the Student Management company is CRM Students. A 

security management contract will be awarded by Savills in due course. CCTV will not be 

monitored live, but it is expected that there will be security personnel walking through the 

site to prevent problems.] 

No Express Way Alliance 

We took the action at the last AGM to consider whether to join the No Express Way Alliance, which 

is a group of organisations willing to be involved in opposing the expressway. After a poll of 

members, we joined the alliance. Action over the last year has been to keep abreast of the work of 

the alliance, and to post information and links on our own website. There was a public meeting in 

November which was well attended, and we will await more from them as to what we as 

individuals can do if we want to oppose the expressway. 

Mary Gill, Chair 


