
July update on West Way Redevelopment 

Mace held their Community Liaison Group meeting on Monday 4th June. On the same day, their contractors, 

SDC, held a drop-in session updating the community on progress and plans. (Draft minutes of the CLG are 

available on our website here. We hope that SDC’s display board will be available shortly on the website.)  

Demolition and Relocation: 

You should expect to see the next stages of relocation and demolition take place in July. With the Baptist 

Church and Seacourt Hall now moved to new temporary locations in the Grant Thornton building, the old 

Baptist Church and Seacourt Hall will be the next buildings to be demolished. 

Mace has submitted two separate planning applications: P18/V1190/D, to demolish Botley Baptist Church 

and P18/V1191/D, to demolish units 25-28 West Way shopping centre. Demolition is already approved 

under the full planning application P16/V0246/FUL, but these have been submitted to allow the demolition 

to proceed and the temporary units to open, in advance of the pre-commencement conditions on 

P16/V0246/FUL being discharged. The decision date for these applications is 19th June. WWCC has asked 

that there be an explanation of how the demolition will impact on Chapel Way and how safety will be 

ensured. 

Mace promised in their original application that they would re-use demolition materials on site, reducing 

environmental impact. The piece-meal demolitions may reduce the opportunity for re-use, and hence 

increase the number of large heavy vehicles using our local roads. 

Work to fit out the temporary retail units continues. Tesco and Co-op are doing their own units, and will 

relocate once they are ready. The move may be complete by the time you read this. 

Before they can open, the roadworks to allow delivery vehicle access from West Way must be completed, 

and the conditions placed on the relevant planning permission (application reference P17/V1507/FUL) have 

to be discharged. The condition on cycle parking and public toilets have not yet been discharged (planning 

application P18/V1138/DIS), as the County Council have concerns about cycle stands blocking the Chapel 

Way pavement, and about the width and safety of the access route to the public toilets. 

Construction vehicle routing and safety: 

Last year, Mace promised that construction vehicles would use the least dangerous routes into and out of 

the site, which are a right turn inward from Westminster Way, and outward via West Way. SDC have 

submitted a Construction Environmental Management Plan (application ref P18/V1029/DIS), which 

proposed the more dangerous route involving a left turn in from West Way. At the public drop-in event, they 

said that the right turn in route would be used. They also said that there would be a banksman available on 

Church Way, to walk along with large vehicles, to ensure the safety of pedestrians on or crossing Church 

Way, and to avoid conflict with vehicles turning into or out of Elms Parade.  

Mace / SDC have been asked to clarify and update the submitted plans. 

Planning Applications: 

Approval of application for changes to the full development (P17/V3298/FUL): This application was 

considered by the Vale’s planning committee on 30th May. WWCC, and local councillors Debby Hallett 

https://westwayconcern.files.wordpress.com/2018/06/westway-place-construction-liaison-group-minute-04-06-18-final-draft.docx


(District) and Judy Roberts (County) spoke about safety issues. A letter from Layla Moran MP also expressing 

concerns about safety was read out. 

The committee approved the plans, subject to conditions. A cycle parking plan will need to be approved, 

covering means of access to each location, method of storage / type of racks to be used and associated 

security measures to be employed. 

We hope that Mace and their architect, Mountford Pigott, will take this condition seriously, and re-think 

their strategy on cycle parking provision. Space should be found for the promised provision of a secure cycle 

compound for residents and employees (and showers for employees).  This would be in the interests of all 

users, and result in a more successful and pleasant centre. 

New planning application for the temporary units: Mace have submitted a new application 

(P18/V1239/FUL) for the temporary units, to cover these changes: demolition of units 25-28 of West Way 

shopping centre (on Chapel Way opposite Seacourt Hall); a portacabin to house Chancellors estate agent, 

and space for Branches Youth Café on the first floor of Elms Court. 

This application is open for consultation until 28th June. We have submitted a comment to the Vale on  how 

demolition will be carried out, while ensuring safety of Church Way; and on cycle parking – since the 

proposed cycle parking locations are opposed by the County Council, and need to be re-considered. Our full 

comment can be found on our website. 

We continue to be disappointed that Mace does not take the need for safe cycle parking more seriously. 

They have increased the number of parking spaces, but again cycle parking is an after-thought, resulting in 

locations which are inconvenient or which create an obstacle for other users. 

 Cycle parking: 

Many will use the West Way centre for convenience or top-up shopping, for which bicycle would be 

appropriate means of transport. We are interested in the safety of and convenience of all cycle users. It is 

national and local policy to encourage cycling over other forms of transport, and Oxford claims to be a 

‘cycling city’.  

Mace have taken the opposite approach, maximising car parking, and squeezing cycle spaces in dark corners 

or with racks which would be unusable for many cycles or by anyone not tall and strong. This is hard to 

understand, given that the 260 students will be forbidden to use cars, and that Premier Inn promotes itself 

as cyclist friendly. Students will choose to park their cycles where they consider safe (which may 

inconvenience other users of the centre), and may prefer to live where secure compounds are available for 

their cycles. Mace and Mountford Pigott should take this into consideration if they wish the centre to be 

successful.   

We will continue to monitor the planning process until the development is built and take part in ongoing 

dialogue with the developers and the community. Over the summer you can keep up-to-date via our 

website, Facebook and Twitter and contact us any time by email. 
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