
Responses received (15
th

 December) to questions asked (21
st
 November)  

1              Communications 

Many people felt they were in the dark as to what is going to happen and when. Although we 

have passed on to them what information we have had from you, the feeling was that this is 

not the best approach, and they would expect to hear directly from you. Some were aware of 

the update leaflet which you have prepared, but haven’t been able to obtain a copy (not 

everyone is on-line or has a colour printer). Surprise was expressed that you did not deem it 

appropriate to send it to all households in the North Hinksey and Cumnor parishes (WWCC 

delivered our leaflets to all households). Perhaps you could reconsider your communications 

approach and do more to keep people informed. – The latest autumn newsletter was issued to 

all members of the CLG, as representatives of the local community. Hard copies have been 

placed in Botley Library and at Field House, and larger size versions have been sent to NHPC 

to place on their notice board within the shopping centre (opposite the Co-op entrance). As 

you mention, an electronic copy has also been uploaded to the consultation website. Our 

planning consultant (Neil Rowley from Savills) did offer to meet with WWCC in Oct 17 to 

provide an update, however we understand that this offer was declined. 

2              Timing 

Your leaflet says things will be happening ‘soon’, (construction management documents 

required under planning consent, your S73 application). Could you perhaps give a more 

specific indication of when you expect to take ownership of the site, and when you would 

expect to have the necessary approvals to commence work? – We’ll be able to confirm 

timescales once final negotiations with occupiers are concluded, but good progress has been 

made in the last quarter and we are targeting purchasing the site before Christmas 2017.  

3              Trees 

A specific question about the mature trees around the site, especially the corner of West Way 

and Westminster Way. Could you confirm whether the trees which have preservation orders 

are to remain? I understand that all the mature and semi-mature trees have TPOs in place. – A 

small number of trees will be removed to allow the creation of a temporary retail area, as 

detailed in the original application. At a later date, once the parties who have been 

temporarily relocated have moved across to their permanent premises in the new scheme, the 

remaining trees in this area (which have also been approved to be removed under the main 

planning consent) will be removed. We can bring a copy of the consented plan to the CLG on 

Monday. 

4              We understand that Sobell House charity shop has 2.5 years remaining on its lease. 

Could you tell us what will happen to them if you plan to redevelop their unit before this 

lease ends? – We are currently in detailed discussions with Sobell House and will comment 

once these discussions are complete. 

  

5              We see that Tesco and Iceland are to take the two units on the Church Way end of 

block D. Could you explain how deliveries will be to these two units? – Our highways 

consultant (Origin) has undertaken detailed tracking of proposed servicing routes. No 



additional deliveries to these tenants are envisaged than those currently made and any details 

of times of servicing will be agreed with Tesco and Iceland. We will outline in more detail 

the servicing and lease agreements at the next CLG. 

  

6              When is the next Community Liaison Group meeting? – It is scheduled for the 18
th

 

Dec 2017. 

 


