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WWCC activities; August 2016 to July 2017 

Planning consent for development (application P16/V0246/FUL) 

In June 2016, the Vale planning committee had agreed to grant planning permission for the 

redevelopment at West Way, subject to conditions. The formal planning decision notice was issued 

in September 2016, which included many conditions, some to be met before any work starts on site, 

and others to be met before occupation of the buildings. In addition, an S106 agreement was 

signed, in which the developer agrees to make financial contributions to, for example, local schools 

and the county council, to mitigate the impact of the development and for infrastructure 

improvements. 

What has happened since then 

Mace’s changing plans 

Mace’s plans within the approved application would have developed the Westminster Way end of 

the site first, keeping the West Way Shopping Centre open. Planning permission was applied for, 

and granted without objection, to the relocation of Seacourt Hall, the Baptist Church and the library 

into units in the West Way Centre. In February, we were told that Mace would change the proposed 

plans, in two ways; first some detailed changes in the plans themselves, and second, changing the 

phasing for the build programme. We know that the changes to the plans include removal of the 

ramp in the proposed two-deck car park, such that access to the upper deck will be only from 

Church Way or Arthray Road, while the lower deck will be accessed from Westminster Way.  

The new phasing will demolish the West Way centre first, with temporary units being provided in 

Elms Court and Grant Thornton building. Although Mace’s original phasing plan was presented as 

being deliverable in 3.5 years, but they later discovered, or admitted, that it would require 5.5 years 

to complete the work. The changed phasing will, Mace say, now deliver the development in 3.5 

years. Whether Mace simply got it wrong, or knew all along that they couldn’t deliver in 3.5 years, 

we don’t know. Either way it reflects badly on them, as they are supposed to be a reputable 

construction project management company. 
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Consultation on the new plans 

Mace held a public exhibition in June, which allowed the public to understand the nature of the 

changes and to ask questions. The application for the change of use for Grant Thornton building 

and Elms Court, together with demolition of Seacourt Hall and the toilet block (ref. P17/V1507/FUL) 

was submitted in late May 2017. Councillor Debby Hallett considered that there were so many faults 

and unanswered questions, she insisted that the application needed to be considered by the 

planning committee, not just decided by officers. The County Council objected to the proposal to re-

open access to Chapel Way from West Way. Mace tried to argue against the County on this issue, 

and against local people about the safety issues around the site. However, Mace had to back down 

and amended the plans, and the application finally went to planning committee in October this year. 

It was approved subject to a number of conditions, one of which is approval of a construction 

management plan. 

WWCC activities 

After the main application was given consent in June 2016, we asked what you considered should 

be WWCC’s activities going forward. The majority of respondents favoured WWCC's role to be 

"ongoing dialogue with Mace" (61.5%) and "monitor the planning process until the development is 

built" (63.8%) with a significant minority of 41.8% opting for "pursue legal action" and 6.6% saying 

WWCC should cease activities. Respondents could select more than one option 

We took legal advice as to whether there was a case for a judicial review on the planning decision. 

This was funded partly by WWCC and partly by individuals. We were advised that there was not a 

case to be made. Therefore, our activities over the past year have been to await Mace’s 

applications for amendments to the plans and for discharge of planning conditions, none of which 

have yet been received.  

We met with officers of the Vale planning department Stuart Walker and Emma Turner, to 

understand how the process works going forward, and what input the public would have to the 

discharge of the planning conditions. On this, we will be notified when applications are made, but 

will not be formally consulted; only statutory consultees, such as the County Council can comment. 

We responded to Mace’s application on the temporary change of use of Elms Court and Grant 

Thornton building (P17/V1507/FUL). While we felt that there was no reason to object to the change 

of use, we presented the concerns of residents, particularly on safety during construction and 

operation, both in a written comment and at the planning meeting. These concerns were taken on 

board by the members of the planning committee, who concurred that the developers need to take 

safety seriously and that planning officers need to enforce these requirements. 
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Mace have held just two Community Liaison Group meetings in the last year; on 30th November 

2016 and 10th April 2017. WWCC attended both these meeting. We have also been in touch with 

Mace’s representatives from time to time, seeking updates and raising points about current plans. 

There are some questions and answers on our website. We’ve also kept our supporters informed 

via e-newsletters and facebook. 


