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West Way Community Liaison Group (CLG) – Meeting 6 

 

Venue: Botley Church of St Peter and St Paul, West Way, Botley, Oxford OX2 9LS 

Date: 11 April 2017 6.30 pm 

Attendees: Cllr Janet Godden (Member for Botley division on Oxfordshire County Council), Cllr 

Debby Hallett (Member for Botley and Sunningwell ward, Vale of White Horse District Council), Cllr 

Emily Smith (Member for Botley and Sunningwell ward, Vale of White Horse District Council), Cllr 

Judy Roberts (Cllr for Cumnor ward, Vale of White Horse District Council), Cllr Dudley Hoddinott 

(Cllr for Cumnor ward, Vale of White Horse District Council), Cllr David Kay (Chairman, North 

Hinksey Parish Council), Alan Stone (Clerk to North Hinksey Parish Council), John Liggins 

(Stockdale Land), Lorna Evans  (Elms Parade owners),  Stephen Evans (Elms Parade Owners), 

Arthur Howse (Elms Parade owners), Caroline Kellner (Elms Parade owners), Michael Trueman 

(Chancellor’s Estate Agents), Rev Clare Sykes (St Peter and St Paul Church), Patricia McLoughlin 

(Botley Labour Group), Georgina Buck (Botley Labour Group), Erica Davis (Botley Labour Group), 

Viv Smith (St Paul’s Crescent Residents Association), Caroline Potter (West Way Community 

Concern), Lorna Bennett (WWCC), Grant Nightingale (WWCC), Ruth and Neil Cameron (Botley 

Arts), Chris Church (Association of Botley Communities), Edward Beaver (Botley Baptists), Sarah 

Beal (Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership - OxLEP) 

 

Apologies: Nicola Blackwood MP 

 

Project team attendees: Huw Griffiths (Mace) Seamus Keane (Mace), Matt Browne (SP Broadway– 

Chairman of meeting), Hugh Currie (SP Broadway), Del Tester (Origin), Craig Millar (SDC), Hamish 

MacMillan (Ridgelift) 

 

Item 1: Welcome  

 

1.1. Matt Browne opened the meeting and gave introductions.  

 

1.2. Matt said that the meeting was being held to update the community on the phasing of 

construction, as part of Mace’s commitment to engage with residents throughout the redevelopment 

process. He highlighted that a flyer had been produced to explain the new phasing place (see 

appendix) and was in avalble in hard copy at the meeting, and online at the consultation website 

www.westwayconsultation.co.uk   

 

1.3. Matt offered a brief summary of developments since the CLG last met in November. 

 

Item 2: Progress update 

 

2.1. Huw Griffiths apologised for the time elapsed since the previous meeting of the CLG, which he 

said was the result of complications arising from phasing issues, and in part by the effects of Brexit 

on the construction market.  

 

http://www.westwayconsultation.co.uk/
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2.2. Huw said that the construction market is currently very challenging, and that arrangements with 

subcontractors had proved more complicated than originally expected. He said that for these reasons 

it had become apparent that the original phasing plan was not feasible.  

 

2.3. Huw Griffiths said that talks were continuing with landowners, and that he believed an ‘on-site 

target date’ in July was still achievable, dependent on legal agreements being in place, and that 

conversations with the highways authorities had progressed well.  

 

2.4. Huw Griffiths said that Co-op was staying in Botley, and that good progress was being made 

with other businesses that wanted to stay.  

 

Item 3: Programme and phasing plan  

 

3.1. Craig Millar displayed site plans. He explained that the original phasing had been changed in 

an attempt to reach the ‘optimum programme’ in achieving a balance which would benefit both 

construction work and the activities of the local community.  

 

3.2. Craig Millar said that three main elements had affected the changes in phasing, and that these 

were: issues with the planned car park, the logistics of maximising space for access and onsite 

deliveries, and maintaining utilities services on site and to the local area. Craig Millar highlighted that 

the original plan of building the car park over three phases had become overcomplicated due to the 

wider implications on local traffic.  

  

3.3. Craig Millar said that the team had had to consider wider impacts on the community and 

surrounding area, and that the new phasing meant that Building F would be released as an 

independent site, which would maintain pedestrian access to West Way.  

 

3.4. Seamus Keane talked through the new phasing plain in detail, pointing out the locations of 

temporary retail and community space which would provide ‘continuity of service’ for the community. 

Seamus invited questions at this juncture.  

 

3.5. A CLG member asked whether the temporary space could be accessed from the corner of West 

Way, by Westminster Way. Huw Griffiths said that he would take this point into consideration.  

 

3.6. A CLG member asked what would happen to the current road crossing over West Way towards 

Botley School. Del Tester said that the crossing would be moved, as a result of feedback from the 

consultation process, and that it would be replaced by a straight cross crossing, which would be 

safer.  

 

3.7. A CLG member asked what the timescale was for the completion of the new crossing. Del Turner 

replied that there would initially be a temporary crossing, to be put in place over the summer, which 

would become permanent over the course of construction.  

 

3.8. A CLG member asked asked when the new car park would open. Craig Millar said that he 

estimated this to be around May 2018. 
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3.9. A CLG member asked how many car parking spaces would be provided for temporary space, 

compared to the number currently available to shoppers. Huw Griffiths said there would be 43 car 

parking spaces until the new car park open, whereas at present there are roughly 150. 

 

3.10. A CLG member asked that a parking warden be put in place to ensure that the car parking is 

not abused by motorists. Huw Griffiths said that the carpark would be managed to ensure that people 

do not take advantage of it.   

 

3.11. A CLG member asked what the current floor space was in the Co-op. Seamus Keane said that 

the floor space is currently 11,000ft2, that the temporary floor space would be 4,000ft2 in size and 

that the newly developed premises would be 13,000ft2.  

  

3.12. A CLG member asked whether the car park or the community building would be finished first. 

Huw Griffiths said that the car park would be finished first, and that he estimated this would be in 

May 2018, followed by the community buildings in July 2018. 

 

3.13. A CLG member asked where fencing would be erected around the site. Craig Millar 

demonstrated on the plan where fencing would be erected around the site. 

 

3.14. A CLG member asked how long the temporary Co-op will take to build, and where it will be 

accessed from. Huw Griffiths answered that it would take around 6-8 weeks to construct the new 

building, and demonstrated on the plan where the new access will be. 

 

3.15. A CLG member asked as asked when work would commence at Grant Thornton House. Huw 

Griffiths said that to start in July some light preliminary works would have to begin in May, but that 

these will be small scale with minimum disruption. Huw Griffiths added that there will be another 

public consultation held before July. 

 

Item 4: Temporary relocations  

 

4.1 Hamish Macmillan gave an update on his work with current West Way retailers, to enable those 

who wanted to stay in Botley to do so, and to fairly settle with businesses that wanted to move on.  

 

Item 5: New landscaping and pedestrian spaces 

 

5.1 Matt Browne said that Claire Stokoe, of MacGregor Smith landscape consultants, sent her 

apologies as she couldn’t attend the meeting to update the Group on the proposed landscaping to 

accompany the new West Way.  

 

Item 6: Discussion with OxLEP on Community Employment Plan 

 

6.1. Sarah Beal explained how the role of OxLEP was to promote economic growth to benefit 

Oxfordshire residents. She said that OxLEP was having constructive conversations with Mace  on 

how the the scheme could deliver apprenticeship opportunities, use local labour, utilise local 

companies, support local young and unemployed people and support local charities and social 

enterprises. She said that Mace were working with OxLEP on a Community Employment Plan, 

required by planning condition, to set out how these aims could be delivered.  
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6.2. Seamus Keane said that there would be mutual benefit from the construction process, such as 

local businesses catering for construction staff. He said that Mace were keen to explore what role 

the Branches youth project could play in providing catering.   

 

6.3. A CLG member asked whether there was capacity to support those currently employed in retail 

at West Way who will be made redundant.  Sarah Beal answered that there was capacity to support 

them, and said that around 3,000 new jobs around retail were created at the Westgate Centre. She 

added that the people in this situation would be supported to find new work. Seamus Keane and 

Matt Browne said that information about this support would be provided on the consultation website.  

 

Item 7: Questions 

 

7.1 A CLG member observed that the project team has not mentioned Iceland and it was asked why 

this was the case. Hamish Macmillan said that they were currently in confidential commercial 

discussions with Iceland.  

 

7.2. A CLG member asked if there was any option for retailers to have temporary accommodation 

even if they did not wish to move back into the completed development. Hamish Macmillan said this 

was so.  

 

7.3. A CLG member asked was asked whether there would be suitable parking in order to access 

the retailers in their temporary locations. Huw Griffiths reiterated that there would be 43 spaces 

provided, in advance of the new car park being completed.  

 

7.4. It was asked how long re-phasing had been discussed for. Huw Griffiths answered that before 

Mace went to the Vale to discuss the new phasing, it had been discussed at length with local 

stakeholders, and that a new public exhibition would be held in the near future to further explain the 

new phasing, and to consult on minor technical changes to the consented scheme which were 

required to facilitate delivery. 

 

7.5. A CLG member asked why the Oxford Mail had details on the phasing plan before the CLG 

meeting, and asked that the community be notified first in future. Matt Browne said the phasing plans 

had been discussed with the Oxford Mail to help ensure that this information was accessible to as 

many as people as possible in the community, but that he would take this point on board.  

 

7.6. A CLG member asked how dust from demolition and construction would be reduced. Craig Millar 

said that dust would be controlled by employing the highest standards possible, including regularly 

watering areas of the site down. Craig Millar said that the issue of dust was high on the team’s 

agenda, and that whilst it is impossible to have complete control of the issue, the team was 

committed maintaining the best standards. 

 

7.7. A CLG member asked whether it would be possible to avoid large high street brands in favour 

of local businesses. Huw Griffiths responded that this issue would be addressed through tenant 

selection, and said that it was not their intention to transform Botley into a generic High Street. Huw 

Griffiths added that there would need to be a number of large brands to attract business, but there 

would also be plenty of space for local businesses to operate.  
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7.8. A CLG member asked if one definitive timescale had been produced. Huw Griffiths answered 

that they did not have enough detail to produce a final timeline. Craig Millar said that key details and 

sequencing were a running process, and that at the next public exhibition they will be able to produce 

a presentation to show the plans in more detail.  

 

7.9. A CLG member asked if there would be charity shops within the new development. Huw Griffith 

answered that they had offered a charity shop a tenancy in the new West Way but that they had 

since pulled out. Huw Griffith added that they were open to the idea of charity shops as tenants.  

 

7.10. A CLG member asked whether the trees on the site would be left untouched. Huw Griffiths said 

that the trees will be left standing until the commencement of phase two, after which some of them 

will be removed and replaced with new trees. Huw Griffiths said that Mace was in communication 

with the Vale of White Horse in order to finalise the landscaping scheme. 

 

7.11. A CLG member asked how local residents would be kept informed and up to date as the 

development progressed. Huw Grffiths said that newsletters would be produced as development 

progresses, continued meetings of the Community Liaison Group and further public meetings. Matt 

Browne reiterated that the community engagement carried out over the past two years would be 

continued.  

 

7.12. A CLG member asked whether there would be temporary public toilets provided during the 

construction process. Huw Griffiths said there was no plans for temporary public toilets. 

 

7.13. A CLG member said that one of the diagrams in the flyer could be made clearer, and suggested 

that it was inaccurate to claim that the new phasing plan would deliver the new shopping centre more 

swiftly, as the community had been told pre-consent that delivery would take around 3 and half years. 

Matt Browne said that the phasing plan proposed pre-consent, on closer consideration after consent, 

proved, had proved to required five years or so and that Mace had changed the phasing plan 

accordingly to retain swift delivery. Matt said he would take the point on board for future 

communication material.   

 

7.14. A CLG member asked whether site contained asbestos. Craig Millar responded that there was 

asbestos on the site and that there would be specialists involved in its detection and removal. Craig 

added that the first six weeks or so of construction would be focusing on asbestos removal. 

 

7.15. A CLG member asked if it was essential to carry out all of phase one at the same time. Craig 

Millar answered that this would be necessary to facilitate the new car park, ensure that any impact 

on utilities would have a limited effect on the rest of the site and to ensure a limited impact on off-

site traffic. Craig Millar added that this will help strike a balance between construction work and 

ongoing community activity, and allow the release of community uses at the site much quicker. 

 

7.16. A CLG member asked how residents could be sure that construction work would be carried 

out in a respectful manner with limited impact to the local community. Craig Millar answered that this 

issue was a priority for the project team and that they would do as much as they could to ensure 

construction had as little impact as possible on local residents. He added that this would begin with 

the recruitment of responsible subcontractors.  
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Item 8: Next steps  

 

8.1 Matt Browne invited those present to give their names and contact details if they hadn’t already 

done so, so that he could update them by email. He reiterated that there would be an upcoming 

public exhibition, for which details would become available in the near future. 

 

8.2 Matt Browne thanked those present for their attendance and closed the meeting.  
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Appendix – phasing flyer distributed at the meeting (page 1)  
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Appendix – phasing flyer distributed at the meeting (page 2)  


