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WWCC activities; August 2015 to July 2016 

Overview 

During the year there had been two major activities relating to West Way development; the adoption 

of the Supplementary Planning Document, and Mace’s planning application and subsequent 

planning permission. WWCC engaged in both these, on behalf of the community. In addition, the 

draft Local Plan for the Vale was examined in public in February. WWCC attended this public 

examination, to present objections to the wording of the draft local plan in relation to Botley Central 

Area. 

Supplementary Planning Document 

During 2016, the Vale prepared a Supplementary Planning Document for the development area. 

This development area matched the area of the original Doric plans, i.e. including Field and Vale 

House and Elms Parade, as well as the area proposed for development by Mace. The Vale’s 

justification for this larger area was that it matched the area included in the draft Local Plan, and 

that it represented a valuable brown-field site for development. The Vale consulted on the SPD, but 

failed to make any significant changes as a result of the consultation. WWCC took legal advice on 

the matter, and wrote to the Vale informing them that the adoption of the SPD in its current form 

would be unlawful. As a result of this letter, the Vale Cabinet deferred their decision to adopt the 

SPD.  

The Vale released another version of the SPD, which made some changes to the text of the 

document, but did not address the issues raised by WWCC. Nonetheless, Cabinet agreed to adopt 

the Supplementary Planning Document at its meeting on 18th January 2016, and the SPD was duly 

adopted by the Vale. 
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Mace consultation and planning application 

Mace, together with their publicity consultants, SP Broadway, established a Community Liaison 

Group involving local stakeholders. They held a number of workshops for selected categories of the 

community, including a group looking at the community building. They held a public exhibition of 

their plans on 7th and 8th December, in St Peter and St Paul’s Church.  

WWCC took soundings of people’s reaction to the plans as presented at this exhibition. Most people 

commented on the height of the buildings and the inadequate arrangements for deliveries and 

parking. 

Mace’s planning application was submitted in February this year. A consultation period of five 

weeks was allowed, and the plans were considered by a Design Review Panel. After this, Mace 

made some changes to the plans and a further three weeks consultation was held. 

The planning application was considered by Planning committee on 15th June, and voted by 8 to 3 

to approve the application. 

Planning decision notice was released on 16th September, including a number of conditions which 

must be met and an S106 agreement to make payments to local schools and for infrastructure 

improvements. 

WWCC activities 

During the consultation period, WWCC met with Mace to clarify some of the details of the plans and 

to raise concerns, particularly about parking arrangements and the operation of the student 

accommodation. WWCC also met with the planning officers to discuss the same concerns, but it 

was made clear that there would be a difference of opinion between WWCC representing the local 

community and that of the Vale officers. 

Mace refused to produce a 3D model of the development, claiming it would cost £30,000. WWCC 

commissioned a 3D model of the proposed development, from Oxford Hackspace. This enabled 

people to get a view of the size of the proposed buildings. 

WWCC wrote to all the District Councillors setting out the reasons why the development should be 

refused planning permission, focussing on aspects of sustainability, and environmental and visual 

impacts. 

We held a public meeting on 7th March, and ‘Fight the Height’ event in the West Way square on 9th 

April. 
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Number 5 Elms Parade remained the hub of our activity during the consultation on Mace’s plans. 

We were able to show the plans and other documentation and to provide information and advice.  

We held our last event in the shop on 24th June, where we shared drinks and snacks, prior to 

closing the shop in August. 

Where we are now 

We asked you what you considered should be WWCC’s activities going forward. The majority of 

respondents favoured WWCC's role now to be "ongoing dialogue with Mace" (61.5%) or "monitor 

the planning process until the development is built" (63.8%) with a significant minority of 41.8% 

opting for "pursue legal action" and 6.6% saying WWCC should cease activities. Respondents could 

select more than one option 

We took legal advice, and were advised that there was not a case for a judicial review on the 

planning decision. The development which has been approved is not necessarily what most of 

hoped for. However, we still care that about the future of the centre, and wish it to be as good as it 

can be. 

We will now concentrate on the two actions as requested; .on-going dialogue with Mace and 

monitor the planning process until the development is built. We would like to engage with our 

members in carrying out these two activities, and very much need your involvement in them.  

After our formal AGM is closed, we will have a Q&A session, and then perhaps we could have some 

informal discussion in groups, to consider what these two areas might involve, and how individuals 

would like to participate. In particular, one way in which everyone who lives near or uses the centre 

should acts as eyes and ears and share information, so that those taking the lead in each activity 

can raise issues that arise.  


