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 Annual Report for West Way Community Concern AGM 

November 2015 

Summary of developments over last 12 months 

Planning Committee decision rejected Doric’s application 

At our AGM last year we were looking forward, with some trepidation, to the Planning Committee meeting 

to consider the Doric planning application. The Planning Committee meeting, on 3rd December 2014, was 

attended by 300 or more people, the majority of them opposed to the Doric proposals. Those who attended, 

or even followed it online via Oxford Mail or social media, still recall it with a ‘what an evening’. Following 

representations from WWCC, local councillors and Nicola Blackwood MP, amongst others, the Doric plans 

were rejected by a unanimous vote of the 13 members of committee.   

Since that evening, we have been watching as the Vale and Doric (now taken over by Mace) worked 

towards a new planning application. First Doric appealed the decision, since not doing so would have led to 

termination of their contract with the Vale. Later, in April this year, Mace agreed with the Vale that they 

would withdraw their planning appeal in return for the contract being extended for around 15 months. At the 

same time, Mace said, in writing, that their new plans would not extend beyond the ‘Site 1 and Site 2’ area, 

which meant that Elms Parade, Field House and the Vicarage would not be included in the development 

site. 

Supplementary Planning Document 

The Vale said that they would prepare a Development Brief for the development area, which should set out 

the scale and other parameters of the development. It was later announced that this Development Brief 

would be adopted as a Supplementary Planning Document, which meant it was a ‘material consideration’ in 

the ultimate planning decision. WWCC welcomed this approach, as it should have provided protection 

against inappropriate scale of development. Unfortunately, we were disappointed here, as the SPD which 

resulted appeared to largely reproduce the Doric’s proposals, in terms of land use, size of building, and 

even included a site boundary equal to the Doric’s plans.  

The Vale consulted on the SPD, but failed to make any significant changes as a result of the consultation. 

WWCC took legal advice on the matter, and wrote to the Vale informing them that the adoption of the SPD 

in its current form would be unlawful. As a result of this letter, the Vale Cabinet deferred their decision to 

adopt the SPD.    
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The Vale have now released another version of the SPD, and a further 4 week consultation will close on 

18th December. 

Mace Consultation 

Mace, together with their publicity consultants, SP Broadway, established a Community Liaison Group 

involving local stakeholders. They held a number of workshops for selected categories of the community 

during October. As a result of these workshops, they have now announced that it is unlikely that there will 

be a cinema in the new development. They continue to say that the development ‘will not be small’ and also 

that there is a convincing case for their proposed student accommodation block, for around 400 students. 

They will be holding a public exhibition of their plans on Monday 7th December between 1pm and 8pm and 

Tuesday 8th December between 2pm and 8pm, in St Peter and St Paul’s Church.  

WWCC Activities over last 12 months 

What Botley Wants, I love Botley and Vision for Botley workshop 

In January, over 140 people from Botley and nearby communities took part in a community planning 

exercise at Botley School. The meeting considered what we value about Botley, and what we want to see 

for the West Way area and for the whole of Botley. 

This was followed up with a drop-in session in Seacourt Hall in February called ‘I love Botley’,  which 200 

people visited and discussed ideas for what Botley could look like for the future. 

In May, a workshop distilled the ideas into five main points and created our ‘Vision for Botley’. This was 

sent to Vale councillors, officers and Mace. 

WWCC West Way Development survey  

WWCC undertook to complete a survey of local people, to assess their views on the possible uses for West 

Way. The survey was provided in paper copy to all houses in the North Hinksey and Cumnor parishes, to 

the shops in the West Way centre and Elms Parade, and was available online. A total of around 1400 

responses were received. A report on the findings was prepared and sent to Vale councillors, officers and 

Mace.  
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West Way Festival 

The West Way Festival in June was a very successful day, celebrating our community. WWCC had a stall 

and ran a quiz night and auction of promises in Seacourt Hall. 

Local schools were asked to draw or make a model of what would like Botley to look like in the future, with 

a prize for the best one being awarded. 

Elms Parade shop 

Number 5 Elms Parade has been the hub of our activity since the Howse family kindly let us have us of it 

two years ago. We have used it to provide information and as a place to meet and discuss.  

The Botley History exhibition was hosted during the West Way Festival in June, and some information is 

still on view in the shop. 

WWCC interactions with the Vale and Mace 

The Chairs and committee of WWCC met with Councillor Matthew Barber and members of Cabinet and 

officers of the Vale to discuss the new relationship with Mace, and agreed that we wish to work positively 

with them as the plans for the development evolved. 

WWCC representatives, with local parish and district councillors attended meetings with Vale and Mace, to 

discuss how community liaison would work. 

Mace held Community Liaison Groups – WWCC chairs attended these. Mace also held a public meeting at 

Matthew Arnold school. 

Vale held 2 workshops to discuss the draft SPD – WWCC attended these, and found them quite 

unsatisfactory as BDP (Vale’s consultant) and the Vale did not appear to be taking on board any of the 

views expressed. 

WWCC wrote two letters to the Vale planning officers setting out our concerns about the SPD, in terms of 

the starting point, its assumptions and the nature of the preliminary consultation with the community. We 

also asked for the evidence base which supports the SPD.  

We met with Nicola Blackwood MP asking for her advice.  
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Response to the Supplementary Planning Document 

WWCC held a public meeting in September to provide information on the key points of the SPD, and to 

give guidance and advice on how to respond. 357 responses to the SPD was a reflection of how the 

community felt about the future of this area, and a willingness to engage in the process.  

WWCC prepared a response, which included advice from a professional planning expert. 

On receiving the Evidence Base reports, 22 hours before consultation closed, WWCC prepared a report on 

the Evidence Base. 

A member of WWCC asked for all reports and meeting notes relating to the preparation of the SPD, under 

Freedom of Information. Two further reports were released. 

Members of WWCC attended and asked questions at Vale’s Scrutiny Committee meeting and Cabinet 

meetings. 

Our volunteers 

Our volunteers have worked tirelessly to help in all the actions and events described above, ranging from 

‘manning’ the Elms Parade shop, delivering leaflets, making tea at public events through to expert analysis 

and comment on specifics relating to the development proposals and planning process. Thanks to 

everyone. 
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Who we are 

WWCC formed in March 2013 when a handful of local residents met to discuss concerns that the planned 

West Way development had expanded way beyond the proposal consulted on by the Vale in 2012. From 

that point the group grew and established itself as an organisation, adopting a constitution and electing 

officers at our inaugural meeting on 18th October 2013. We have a committee of 10 people, and around 80 

volunteers and we reach over 500 supporters with a regular email newsletter. 

 

WWCC supports improvement for Botley but opposes the huge development proposed by Doric. WWCC 

has no political agenda: our sole aim is to ensure that Botley gets the future local people want. We offer 

support and updates from our HQ shop at 5 Elms Parade, on-line and by public meetings.  We have drawn 

together volunteer and paid experts in planning, heritage, environment and related areas to advise the 

community. Our website features advice and information for everyone interested in this issue and we track 

and update the local press coverage and provide more regular updates on news and information from our 

Facebook and Twitter accounts and our email mailings which go to over 500 people. 

 

We want to ensure local people understand their democratic rights and are able to express their wishes, 

concerns, hopes and desires for a better Botley. We aim to hold our elected representatives to account, to 

ensure that we get a plan for West Way that benefits us all, now and in the future. 

 

We would like to thank all the Botley residents, businesses and employees for their support, energy, 

enthusiasm and community spirit over the past 18 months. Find out more about WWCC and our work at 

www.westwayconcern.wordpress.com and www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern. Contact us at 

westwayconcern@gmail.com 

 

  

http://www.westwayconcern.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern
mailto:westwayconcern@gmail.com


WWCC Annual Report 2015 

 

6 Mary Gill, secretary 

   30
th
 November 2015 

 

 

History 

Key milestones since the formation of WWCC: 

up to November 2014. 

April 2013:  720+ completed our online and paper survey 

May 2013:  200+ people attended a public meeting to hear the WWCC survey results 

Sept 2013:  Doric’s second consultation event (postponed from July) with full size and scale of proposal 
revealed and feedback invited 

Oct 2013: WWCC inaugural meeting, adoption of constitution and election of officers for two years. 
WWCC set up shop in Elms Parade (thanks to the Howse family) to meet with local people, 
share news and updates, and listen to their concerns. 

Nov 2013:  18th November 350+ people attended WWCC public meeting  

c.600 turned out to link arms around Elms Parade & West Way. 

Dec 2013: Petition signed by 2205 people presented to the Vale on 11th 

Doric’s application submitted on 20th. 

Jan 2014: Doric’s plans made available for public consultation and comment. WWCC’s shop on Elms 
Parade is the only place that full size copies of the plans can easily be viewed. 

Feb 2014: VOWHDC required Doric to submit an Environmental Impact Assessment, rejecting their 
appeal not to do so. Doric says it will be ready in May. 27th Feb WWCC public meeting, 
c.300 attendees. WWCC fundraising party at Café Aloha 

Mar 2014:  At the end of the first consultation period on 24th March 872 comments had been received, 
87% were against, only 2% were in favour and the rest were neutral. 

April 2014:  Consultation extended until 21 days after Doric submit their EIA, due in May 

June 2014: EIA received 3rd June, consultation closes 24th June 

 WWCC volunteers meeting held 

July 2014:  Design Panel review the plans. Doric claim support but WWCC point out areas of criticism in 
the report. WWCC stall at West Way Festival. Our newsletter West Way Whistle delivered to 
local homes and businesses 

Aug 2014:  Amended plans due from Doric are delayed 

Sept 2014:  Amended plans received and available in WWCC shop. Very little change. Consultation 
open into October. WWCC Stall at Botley Fete. WWCC volunteers meeting. Coffee morning 
at Café Aloha 

Oct 2014:  Consultation closes on 13th Oct with over 1000 people objecting vs c.150 in favour. On 
Saturday Oct 11th c.750 people turned up for the Stand Up for Botley event to show the full 
width and height of the proposals. A petition ran for 2 weeks and gained over 900 
signatures. Planning meeting moved from Nov 10th to Dec 3rd. 

Nov 2014: AGM and public meeting. 
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December 2014 to November 2015 

Dec 2014: Planning Committee unanimously reject Doric’s application. 

Dec 2014: Doric submit appeal against planning decision. Vale extend contract pending outcome of 
appeal. 

Dec 2014: WWCC submit a comment on the draft Local Plan 2031 raising concerns about the policies 
relating to Botley. 

Jan 2015:  WWCC meet with Vale who say that Mace are now taking the lead in the proposed 
development. Mace are offering to withdraw the appeal in return for an extension of the 
contract for the sale of the land. 

Jan 2015: ‘What Botley Wants’ meeting at Botley School. 

Feb 2015: ‘We love Botley’ session in Seacourt Hall. 

Feb/Mar 2015: Meetings with Vale, Mace and local councillors to discuss the way forward. 

Apr 2015: Bundle of information released about the Doric contract as a result of Environmental 
Information Regulations. During First Tier Tribunal some further information is released. 

Apr 2015: Contract between Vale and Doric/Mace extended. 

 Meetings between Vale, Mace and community representatives. Mace’s team introduced as 
SP Broadway (public relations), Savills (planning advisors), Make (Architects) 

Apr/May 2015: Community Liaison Group meetings led by SP Broadway on behalf of Mace. 

May 2015: Vale announce that they will prepare a Development Brief for the development, and BDP are 
appointed to complete this. 

Jun 2015: Vale announce that the Development Brief will be adopted as a Supplementary Planning 
Document, which will be a material consideration in determining the planning application. 

Jun 2015: WWCC write to Vale with concerns about brief given to BDP and the starting point of the 
development brief. 

June 2015: West Way Festival and local history exhibition in Elms Parade shop. 

June 2015: Workshop 1, hosted by BDP, attended by stakeholders, WWCC and local parish and district 
councillors presenting proposed uses on site. 

July 2015: Workshop 2, hosted by BDP, attended by stakeholders, WWCC and local parish and district 
councillors, with DTZ presenting the ‘viability’ assessment. 

Aug 2015: SPD, comprising SPD and Sustainability Appraisal report released and start of public 
consultation. 

Sept 2015:  Public meeting to inform on SPD and advice on how to respond. 

Sept 2015: Vale hold two events to present the SPD and answer questions. 

Sept 2015: Vale release ‘Evidence base’ report and ‘Sustainability Appraisal Scoping report’. 

Sept 2015: Public consultation closes. 357 responses received in total. 

Oct 2015: Vale Scrutiny Committee consider SPD and make recommendations. 

Oct 2015: Letter from Blake Lapthorne on behalf of WWCC sent to Vale saying that adopting the SPD 
could be unlawful. 
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Oct 2015: Vale Cabinet defer decision on SPD.  

Nov 2015: Vale announce that they will be making changes to the SPD and running a further 
consultation from late November for 4 weeks. The SPD will now be considered by Scrutiny 
Committee and Cabinet in mid-January.  

Nov 2015: AGM and public meeting.  

Dec 2015: Mace public exhibition. 


