
 

22 October 2015 

Dear Councillor Barber 

West Way Re-development – a missed opportunity 

Please find enclosed two documents prepared by West Way Community Concern relating to the 
Supplementary Planning Document for Botley Centre. We understand that Cabinet will consider 
adopting the SPD at your meeting on 30th October.  

You will no doubt be aware that 357 responses from the public and statutory consultees were 
received by the Planning Department. This level of response demonstrates the interest and concern 
felt by the community of Botley and the desire that any development should reflect the needs and 
wishes of the local area. There is support for redevelopment, but also a wish to have a local service 
centre, which meets every-day needs, provides a genuine economic benefit to the district and which 
reflects the character of the area. They do not wish the interests of developers and land-owners to 
dominate decision making about the future of the area.  Many people remain sceptical about the 
Vale’s dual roles as land-owner and planning authority, a concern that has been reinforced by the 
SPD's consideration of all land uses from the failed Doric application, when there is no evidence of 
local need for many of these uses.  

We have assessed the SPD in detail and have had professional advice on this from an expert planner. 
The conclusion is clear – that the SPD itself is not founded on solid evidence. The evidence base used 
for the SPD does not demonstrate that the selected development scenario will actually produce a 
development which is viable long-term. It could permit an over-large development, which could fail 
to attract tenants and customers, storing up social and economic problems for the future. 

In summary, we feel that this SPD and the process by which it has been constructed represent a 
missed opportunity: 

 To have a properly balanced look at options, and consider different scenarios against the 
criteria of long term sustainability; 

 To provide genuine guidance to developers, such that it will steer development to a scale 
appropriate to Botley’s role as a local service centre;  

 To ensure that any development is distinctive - architecturally and functionally; one which is 
‘recognisably Botley’; 

 To avoid an ‘any town’ development, based on an outdated retail model;  

 To work with the community and rebuild trust; 

 To deliver an SPD and a development with the community support, and one which we could 
be proud of for future generations. 

We ask the Cabinet of Vale of White Horse District Council to accept that there are some significant 
flaws in this SPD and to ensure that the document is reviewed and redrafted  before adoption to 
enable the vision to be achievable and to fully protect Botley's function as a local centre. 

The committee of West Way Community Concern; 

Lorna Berrett, Chris Church, Caroline Potter, Mary Gill, Grant Nightingale, Gordon Stokes 


