
 

 

Guidance for commenting on the Botley Supplementary Planning Document 

 

What is it? 

The Botley Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is a planning policy document 

produced by Vale of White Horse District Council (via consultants BDP) that is intended to 

guide any future development of the West Way Shopping Centre and surrounding buildings. 

 

It is NOT a specific development proposal, but if the SPD is approved by Vale Cabinet then it 

will be a ‘material consideration’ in planning applications, meaning that development 

proposals could be rejected if they are not consistent with the SPD’s guidelines.   

 

If it’s not an actual planning application, should I bother to comment? 

YES. If the Botley SPD allows certain uses (for example, a multiplex cinema or student 

accommodation) or certain design principles (for example, buildings up to eight storeys tall) 

then it would be very difficult to stop proposals that include these. It’s very important that 

we get the content of the SPD right, to prevent the kind of over-sized development that 

Doric proposed from coming forward again. 

 

When and how can I comment? 

The deadline for comments on the Botley SPD is 4.30pm on Friday, 25th September. Links to 

the SPD and consultation documents are available through the Vale’s website: 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/botleyspd  

 

The Vale is encouraging you to use its online questionnaire to give your comments: 

 https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/vale/planning/pol/botley_spd/botley_spd   

You can also download and print a PDF version of the questionnaire from the Botley SPD 

web page (above) or the WWCC website, and paper copies are available at the WWCC shop 

at 5 Elms Parade. But you are not required to use this form; you can write a letter instead.  

 
You can also email your comments to: planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk  
Or you can post your comments to: Planning Policy, Vale of White Horse District Council, 
135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, Milton, OX14 4SB. 
 
Should I use the Vale’s consultation questionnaire? 

The questionnaire allows the Vale to quickly compare answers from a large number of 

people, so they might place a lot of weight on responses received through the 

questionnaire. Many of you have filled in other surveys for WWCC or as part of earlier 

development consultations, but there is no guarantee that your answers from those 

previous surveys will affect the content of the SPD. So YES, we encourage you to answer the 

questionnaire even if you choose to write your comments as a separate letter.  

 

 

 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/botleyspd
https://consult.southandvale.gov.uk/portal/vale/planning/pol/botley_spd/botley_spd
mailto:planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk


Are there any problems that I should be aware of when doing the questionnaire? 

YES. The questionnaire asks you to say how strongly you agree or disagree with selected 

parts of the SPD, rather than the SPD as a whole. If things that you think are important are 

not asked in the questionnaire, we encourage you to send your full comments in a letter. 

 

Some questions ask you to give a single opinion on many different ideas. Question 1, for 

example, asks if you agree with the ‘Issues and Opportunities’ on pp. 16-17 of the SPD – of 

which there are 13 different Issues and 12 different Opportunities (summarized as only 4 

Issues and 5 Opportunities on the questionnaire itself). You may agree with some of these 

but disagree with others. If you disagree with any part of a question then we encourage you 

to tick either ‘disagree’ or ‘strongly disagree’ (depending on your feelings) and to specify 

which parts you disagree with in the comments box below the question.  

 

Some of the things that you will be asked to comment on are vaguely worded and open to a 

wide range of interpretations. For example, you might agree with ‘A Vibrant Mix of Uses’ 

(Objective 9 in Question 3) if it was interpreted to mean shops, banks and restaurants, but 

disagree with it if it was interpreted to include student accommodation, a multiplex cinema 

and a night-time economy.  In this case we encourage you to tick ‘disagree’ or ‘strongly 

disagree’ (depending on your feelings) and to point out any interpretations that you would 

disagree with in the comments box below the question.  

 

Here is the main message on questionnaire responses: ‘Agree’, ‘Neither agree nor disagree’, 

and ‘Don’t know / no opinion’ are not likely to prompt any changes in the SPD. If there is 

ANY aspect of a question that you do not agree with, you need to state this clearly by 

ticking ‘disagree’ or ‘strongly disagree’ and using the comments boxes to clarify if necessary. 

Disagreement should prompt change; agreement, neutral responses or silence will not.   

  

If I’ve done the questionnaire, can I still write a letter? 

YES. You can write a personal letter commenting on what you do and don’t like about the 

SPD as a whole, and email it or post it to the address overleaf. If you write your letter before 

doing the questionnaire then you could also reproduce the parts of your letter that are 

relevant for each question in the questionnaire comments boxes.  

 

WWCC is providing a letter template based on our assessment of the SPD. You can use 

whichever parts of this template that you agree with to draft your own letter. 

 

Will these consultations ever end? 

We know that you might be feeling tired of having to give your opinions on the West Way 

development over and over across several years. Please don’t let this wear you down. Your 

feedback has already made a big difference in seeing the over-sized Doric proposal off, and 

in clarifying the community’s vision for the right kind of development. Please take 10 

minutes, a half-hour, or whatever time you can spare to stick with us through this important 

step. Together we will get the redevelopment that Botley residents want and deserve! 

 

THANK YOU!   


