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From the Co-chairs   
    19 Raleigh Park Road 

Oxford 
OX2 9AZ 

T: 01865 423478 

 

 

 
 
To: 
Councillor Matthew Barber 
Orchard View, Church Street 
West Hanney, Wantage 
OX12 0LW 
 
19 March 2015 

Dear Councillor Barber, 

Many thanks for arranging the meetings with Mace, attended by ourselves, the North Hinksey and 
Cumnor parish councils and the local district councillors, at which you and Mace gave us details on how 
you envisage moving forward on the delivery of a development for Botley West Way centre. 
 
You have confirmed that the contract with Doric/Mace will be extended, and we fully understand your 
desire to do this, as presenting the best way forward from where we are now, and avoiding the delays 
and risks which creating a new contract would introduce. We trust that you, and Mace, will feel able to 
be more open with the public about the specifics of this contract, in order to rebuild the trust of the 
community.  
 
We are pleased that you and Mace have confirmed that the Vicarage, Field House and Elms Parade 
have now been excluded from the area proposed for development.  We understand that the clause 
referring to Compulsory Purchase Orders needs to remain in the contract to protect the delivery of the 
project, but that this now only refers to the possibility of there being third-party owners of small 
parcels of land within the boundary of the development area (Site 1 and Site 2), and does not refer to 
anything beyond this area. We remain concerned, however, that the site plan included in the Draft 
Local Plan shows the larger area (including Field House, Elms Parade and the Vicarage) as suitable for 
redevelopment, knowing that this site extension was initially proposed by a developer rather than the 
Council. 
 
We would like to thank you for your assurances that there will be a full and meaningful consultation, 
and that there will be opportunities for WWCC, representing the community, to have discussions with 
Planning Policy and planning officers (separate from discussions with Mace) at all stages in the process. 
From the initial meetings we would anticipate that a development brief would be prepared, based on 
an analytical assessment of the needs of the Botley local area and the required uses within the centre. 
The community will be looking to the Vale to take the lead in defining this brief, as one of the main 
concerns in the recent development application was the fact that it was led by developers and their 
aspirations, rather than by firm planning principles that should have been established prior to any 
specific developer involvement. 
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We would stress that the consultation process will be judged by our community on its merits, and you 
will be fully aware that the previous consultation process was considered to be a farce. We consider 
that the timescale for this process is extremely tight, and is determined by the aspiration to achieve 
planning permission by the end of this year. We wonder whether it truly allows sufficient time for Mace 
to respond meaningfully to the feed-back they receive, and we trust that the Council and Mace will 
maintain some flexibility on the timing to ensure that community input truly informs the development 
plans this time.  
 
We note that North Hinksey Parish Council wish to use the word ‘collaboration’ as meaning more joint 
working than a simple consultation. We suggest that what we are seeking is ‘participation’, which 
means people being involved in planning and developing a project to help shape it from the start. From 
our meetings with the local community, we know that there is considerable desire and energy to 
proceed with a full participatory process, and appropriate time needs to be allowed for this in the 
schedule.  
  
We have already prepared a document (What Botley Wants) which summarises the views of many 
Botley residents as to what they wish to see in the West Way area. We intend to engage widely with the 
community in the next few weeks to validate this through a community survey, the results of which we 
will provide to you and Mace. 
 
Clearly we cannot predict how our community will react when the planning application is submitted, 
nor would we endorse any plan or components of the plan which do not reflect the wishes of the 
community. However, we are confident that if Vale/Mace conduct a genuine high quality consultation 
that results in a planning application which takes into account genuine community needs, the 
community reaction during the formal planning consultation will be more positive. 
 
We look forward to meeting again on the 24th March at 6:30, and also to your confirmation as to a 
separate meeting with relevant Planning Policy officers and members. We would prefer that this be a 
clearly separate meeting, to ensure that we have time for a full discussion on the two separate items; 
namely the planning brief, and Mace’s proposals. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Church, Caroline Potter, Lorna Berrett, (co-chairs) 

on behalf of West Way Community Concern  


