
1 August 2015 –  
 
Email from Officers of WWCC, westwayconcern@gmail.com  
 
To: Sophie Horsley, Vale Planning Policy and Anna Sinnot, BDP.  
 
Copied to: Adrian Duffield (Head of Planning Policy, Vale), Mike Murray (Vale 
Cabinet member for Planning), Matthew Barber (Leader, VOWHDC), District 
Councillors Debby Hallett, Emily Smith, Dudley Hoddinot, Judy Roberts, County 
Councillor Janet Godden, and Nicola Blackwood MP. 
	  
 
Dear Sophie and Anna, 
  
We are writing to you following the stakeholder workshop on Tuesday 28th July. 
  
We feel that there is still a lot of confusion leading to rumours and misinterpretation 
about the purpose and content of the SPD. The meeting looked to set the contents and 
structure for the SPD but most of the meeting focused entirely on financial viability as 
a result of the DTZ presentation. 
  
There appeared to be no attempt to balance viability against other factors such as 
community aspirations, place-making and sustainability. This pre-judged the 
desirability of certain uses.  Confusion is partly over the role of the SPD. We are 
concerned that it is setting out a priority for particular uses of a particular size (e.g. 
400 student units, multiplex cinema) rather than overall design parameters.   
  
On the viability issues, we are keen to see that a true full range of options is being 
considered. There should be a viability appraisal of key issues highlighted in the well-
supported community survey that we supplied to you. This should include mixed 
residential uses including a limited amount of student accommodation (up to 50), 
alongside replacement flats and other social and/or private housing in the context of 
surrounding commercial uses. 
  
We entered into the stakeholder workshops in good faith. We are concerned that 
community input has not been reflected, and that the documentation that sets out 
community aspirations appears to be sidelined. In order for the public consultation to 
be meaningful we feel that the further option outlined above should be given an equal 
consideration including a viability assessment. 
  
We would welcome a response to these issues ahead of the release of the draft 
document on 21st August. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Lorna Berrett, Chris Church, Caroline Potter, Mary Gill and John Clements     
On behalf of West Way Community Concern 
 


