
            
    

Your views on the Botley Centre Draft SPD    
 
We are seeking feedback on the Botley Centre draft Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) which 

outlines how future development should happen in the shopping area in the centre of Botley. We want to 

hear your views, so we’re holding a five week consultation period for you to comment on a draft version. 

Online versions of the Botley Centre draft SPD and consultation statement are available to view on our 

website: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/botleyspd   

How to give your views 

You can provide feedback on the document by clicking through to the survey below.  Alternatively, paper 

forms can be collected from the councils’ offices for completion and returned to us.   

We strongly recommend that you have read the document before responding.  This is because our survey 

asks for your views on specific principles that we are proposing, in addition to any general comments that 

you have.   

Please note this consultation closes at 4:30 pm on Friday 25 September and all responses must be 

received by this date. Please bear in mind that all comments received will be publicly available and may be 

included on our website. 

What happens next? 

The council will consider and analyse the representations received and make changes it considers 

necessary. A final version of the SPD will be prepared along with a statement that summarises the main 

issues and how these have been addressed. 

Where to return your response form 

Once you have completed the form, please post to: 

Planning Policy 

Vale of White Horse District Council 

135 Eastern Avenue 

Milton Park 

OX14 4SB 

Any questions? 

E-mail us at planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or phone the policy team on 01235 540546 

 

  



Issues and Opportunities  

The document identifies the issues facing the area, and the opportunities it provides.  Here are some of the 

main points it covers. 

Issues Opportunities 

 Poor pedestrian access  Keeping and using existing character of Botley – eg. Elms Parade 
and the churches to influence the new development 

 Dominated by car parks and roads, 
yet difficult vehicle access 

 Improve local pedestrian access to the site 

 Unattractive, aging buildings  More attractive and inviting environment with new and improved 
open spaces 

 Limited neighbourhood shops and 
cafes 

 Improve the diversity of community facilities, shops, cafes and 
entertainment 

  Improved access to buses, and easier access for cyclists 

 

Q1 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Issues and Opportunities identified (pp 16, 

17)? Please select only one option. 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

Don’t know/ no 

opinion 

      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vision 

Using the aspirations of local community groups, we have created a vision for the area that sets out the 
overall intention for the development of the site, and we want to know if you agree with it. 

‘The redevelopment of Botley will create a thriving and welcoming centre, which is recognisably ‘Botley’, and 

responds to the existing local character and surrounding scale. Botley will provide a heart for the existing 

and future community which includes human scale buildings and spaces that are distinctive, flexible and 

sustainable. Above all, Botley will be: 

 A good place to meet. 
 A good place to do business. 
 A good place to shop and eat. 
 A good place to live, grow up and grow old. 
 A safe and attractive place.’ 

 

Q2 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the vision for the Botley centre (pp 22)? 

Please select only one option. 

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

Don’t know/ no 

opinion 

      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Objectives 

3.2 Objectives 

We have nine objectives that set out what we want to achieve for the Botley Centre, and we’d like to know if 

you agree with each of them. 

Q3 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the objectives for the Botley centre (pp 23)? 

Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t know/ 

no opinion 

01. A Deliverable Regeneration 

Scheme  
      

02. Respect the Character And 

Identity Of Botley  
      

03. A Distinctive Place       

04. Appropriate Scale & 

Massing 
      

05. Strengthen the Retail 

Centre 
      

06. Transform the Public Realm        

07. Improve Access, 

Permeability And Parking  
      

08. Enhance Community 

Facilities  
      

09. A Vibrant Mix Of Uses        

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 



Design Principles 

 

4.1 Botley Local Service Centre 

Botley is known as a Local Service Centre, but it’s generally recognised that it’s not currently living up to 
that role. We’ve suggested a number of uses for the site that could help it meet its role – here are some of 
them. 

Q4 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the mix of land uses the site could include (pp 

25)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

A range of retail units including food 

stores; 
      

Business and office spaces;       

A hotel;       

A variety of residential units, including 

on-site affordable housing; 
      

Student accommodation;       

A care home;       

A nursery;       

A new community hub including for 

example a library; 
      

Leisure uses such as a cinema;       

Cafes and restaurants; and       

Places of worship.       

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 



4.1 Botley Local Service Centre 

The map below shows where we recommend the high activity uses and low activity uses are best placed. 

Eg. leisure and shops to the east and residential and community uses to the west. The map is on page 25 

of the draft SPD.  

Q5 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the activity zones on the site (pp 25)?  

Please select only one option.  

Strongly agree Agree 
Neither agree nor 

disagree 
Disagree Strongly disagree 

Don’t know/ no 

opinion 

      

 

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 



4.2 Access, Linkages and Legibility 

The following principles promote public transport use and create a welcoming public area, and we want to 
know if you agree with them. 

Q6 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Access, Linkages and Parking development 

principles (pp 26)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

Maximise attractive routes through the 

site for pedestrians and cyclists, and limit 

vehicle access to car parks and loading 

areas only. 

      

Create pedestrian/cycle routes through 

the site from all directions and improve 

connections between West Way, 

Westminster Way and Arthray Road. 

      

Encourage use of the existing local cycle 

routes. 
      

Create easier to access bus stops to 

encourage public transport use, including 

better road crossings. 

      

Traffic access should be via West Way 

and Westminster Way. Arthray Road can 

provide access for low level local 

residential traffic only. 

      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



4.3 Public Space and Streetscape 

Here are the main principles for the public spaces and street design, we’d like to know if you agree with 

them. 

Q7 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Public Space and Streetscape development 

principles (pp 27 & 28)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

Provide a range of public opens spaces 

that can accommodate a range of 

activities like markets and events. 

      

Different types of seating, including 

benches and outdoor eating areas. 
      

Open spaces should be designed to 

make the most of views and the angle of 

the sun. 

      

Integrate retained buildings like Elms 

Parade and enhance their setting. 
      

A shared area to serve as both a 

welcoming pedestrian environment and 

local car park. 

      

Keeping existing mature trees where 

possible and create new green 

landscaping. 

      

Open space should be in proportion to 

the building height around them as 

illustrated in the sketches below 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.3 Public Space and Streetscape (continued from previous page) 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.4 Density, Scale and Massing 

These principles set out the size and density of buildings across the site and surrounding area, we want to 

know if you agree with them. 

Q8 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the density, scale and massing development 

principles (pp 29)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

Any new development should reflect the layout of 

the site, with the taller buildings to the east of the 

site by the A34 and with lower buildings to the 

south and west. 

      

The north east corner by the A34 should be a 

visual landmark that invites people to the site and 

creates a positive first impression – this could be 

a taller building, an open space or use of public 

art. 

      

The density of development should be carefully 

considered and justified to avoid over-

development. 

      

Consideration should be given to the appearance 

of the site from surrounding areas. 
      

Avoid large overbearing single masses of 

buildings. 
      

If Elms Parade is redeveloped, building heights 

could be a maximum of five storeys. 
      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 



4.5 Design Quality and Character 

These principles set out the design quality and character of the site and we want to know if you agree with 

them. 

Q9 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Design Quality and Character development 

principles (pp 30)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

Development should follow the Vale’s Design 

Guide to make sure proposals compliment their 

surroundings. 

      

Building materials should be of the highest quality 

and enhance the existing character and identity 

of Botley. 

      

Refurbishment works or change of use should be 

encouraged within Elms Parade where they 

ensure the long term future of the building. 

      

To carefully consider level differences to better 

integrate St Peter and St Paul’s Church. 
      

Incorporate climate change adaption and combat 

the effects of changing weather patterns. 
      

Minimise energy consumption and carbon 

emissions, including considering renewable 

energy sources. 

      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 



4.6 Parking and Servicing 

These principles set out the parking and servicing recommendations for the site and we want to know if you 

agree with them. 

Q10 To what extent do you agree or disagree with the Parking and Servicing development 

principles (pp 32)? Please select only one option per row.  

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 

agree nor 

disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 

disagree 

Don’t 

know/ no 

opinion 

Cycle parking should be in accordance with the 

standards set out by Oxfordshire County Council 

and distributed through the site. 

      

There should be sufficient parking to support the 

uses within the development whilst making sure 

the site is welcoming and accessible for 

pedestrians. Consider actions to limit the 

possibility of overspill parking on surrounding 

streets. 

      

Service and delivery vehicles should be directed 

away from public areas and limit the movement 

of these vehicles on residential streets. 

      

Travel plans should be in place to actively 

encourage other modes of travel rather than by 

private car– eg. public transport, cycling, etc. 

      

 

Do you have any comments or suggestions about this? Where applicable, please reference paragraph 

numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Comments on the draft Supplementary Planning Document 

Q11 Do have any other comments with respect to the Draft SPD?  

Where applicable, please reference paragraph numbers, page numbers, etc. 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sustainability Appraisal Comments 

The Sustainability Appraisal report looks at the economic, environmental and social impact of the draft 

SPD. You can download a copy of the report on the council's website: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/botleyspd  

 Q12 Do have any comments with respect to the Sustainability Appraisal? 

Where applicable, please reference paragraph numbers, page numbers, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional Information 

If you are happy to do so, please provide us additional information that can help us know we are reaching 

everyone. 

Q13 Are you happy for the council to contact you about the feedback you have provided? 

 

Yes No 

  

 

If yes, please provide your contact information: 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________ 

                _______________________________________________ 

                _______________________________________________ 

 

Q14 What is your age group? (in years) 

under 16 16-19 20-29 30-39 40-59 60 and over 

      

 

Q15 Which group do you believe best represents your status with these comments.  

Please select only one option.  

 Member of the public 

 Planning agent/consultant 

 National interest group 

 Local interest group 

 
Local/National government 

organisation 

 Town/parish council 

 Developer/house builder 

 Other group or organisation 

 

Thank you for completing the response form 

Please return to: 

Planning Policy, Vale of White Horse District Council, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, OX14 4SB 

Any questions? e-mail planning.policy@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or call 01235 540546 


