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13 August 2015 
 
 
Dear members of West Way Community Concern 
 

Botley SPD and the DTZ presentation on 28 July 2015 

Thank you for your email dated 1 August 2015 and most importantly for attending 
and contributing to the discussions at the workshop on 28 July. We really appreciate 
the time and effort you have put into engaging with our team, particularly given the 
number of engagement events that are underway at present. 
 
Anna and I have reviewed your concerns and I have set out my response below. 
 
Firstly I apologise if there was any confusion about the purpose of the event. As set 
out in the letter of invitation, the purpose of the event was to discuss the high level 
viability assessment that DTZ had undertaken. Anna’s initial presentation at the start 
of the event sought to clarify that whilst the primary focus of the event was to discuss 
viability, the draft SPD still has to balance viability with other planning considerations 
for example community aspirations, placemaking and sustainability. 
 
In terms of the option you’ve suggested, one of the options discussed at the event 
(Option 3) provided mixed residential uses with no student accommodation or cinema 
and this was subject to the same high level viability appraisal as the other options.  
 
I would like to reassure you that the draft SPD sets overall development principles 
(including design parameters) and does not set a priority for any particular land uses. 
The draft SPD will be available for you to review on 21 August.  
 
Whilst we are confident that the document accurately reflects the feedback we’ve 
received so far from the community (including representatives of West Way 
Community Concern), as we’ve stated previously, every word in this document will be 
open for review by the community.  
 



 
I hope this has helped clear up any confusion but if you have any further questions 
prior to the publication of the draft SPD, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Sophie Horsley 
Planning Policy Manager 
 
c.c. Anna Sinnott, Councillor Debby Hallett, Councillor Dudley Hoddinott, Councillor 
Judy Roberts, Councillor Emily Smith, Councillor Matthew Barber, Councillor Mike 
Murray, Nicola Blackwood MP, Councillor Janet Godden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


