
 

 

 

 

 

 
West Way redevelopment: Pre-consultation meeting 

 

Venue: Botley Baptist Church Hall, Westminster Way, Botley, OX2 0LW 

Date: 14 May 2015 6.30 pm 

Community attendees: Cllr Debby Hallett (Cllr for Botley and Sunningwell ward, VOWHDC), Cllr 

Emily Smith (Cllr for Botley and Sunningwell ward, VOWHDC), Cllr Judy Roberts (Cllr for Cumnor 

ward, VOWHDC), Cllr Elaine Ward (Cabinet Member for the Economy, VOWHDC), Suzanne 

Malcolm (Economic Development Manager VOWHDC), Cllr David Kay (North Hinksey Parish 

Council), Cllr Andrew Pritchard (North Hinksey Parish Council), Alan Stone (Clerk, North Hinksey 

Parish Council), Cllr Catherine Potter (North Hinksey Parish Council and West Way Community 

Concern), Cllr Chris Church (North Hinksey Parish Council and West Way Community Concern) 

Mary Gill (West Way Community Concern), Kathy Davies (West Way Community Concern),  

Project team attendees: Huw Griffiths (Mace), Neil Rowley (Savills), David McFarlane (SP 

Broadway), James Williamson (SP Broadway), Matt Browne (SP Broadway)  

Apologies: Matthew Barber (Leader, VOWHDC), David Buckle (Chief Executive, VOWHDC), 

Dudley Hoddinott (Cllr for Cumnor ward, VOWHDC), 

 

Item 1: Introduction 

 

1.1. Huw Griffiths opened the meeting and confirmed that the Doric appeal had been withdrawn. 

He stated Mace’s commitment to understanding community views before bringing forward revised 

redevelopment proposals. He then introduced the project team who would be helping in this 

consultation process.  

 

1.2. David McFarlane and James Williamson of SP Broadway described how their company would 

help organise and facilitate the consultation, and detailed their envisioned roles as Co-Chairs of the 

Community Liaison Group. Matt Browne of SP Broadway described his envisioned role as 

Secretary of the Community Liaison Group. Neil Rowley of Savills introduced himself and 

confirmed that he would be on hand to assist the Community Liaison Group with planning issues 

and answer questions on technical planning matters. 

 

Item 2: Discussion of Terms of Reference for West Way Community Liaison Group 

 

2.1. Huw Griffiths discussed the draft Terms of Reference for the Community Liaison Group. He 

confirmed that the Group’s role would be to help Mace understand community views about the 

redevelopment of the West Way area, and to oversee the community workshops and public 

exhibitions that would allow all local residents to input into redevelopment proposals. 

 

2.2. West Way Community Concern members and Cllr Hallett proposed that the word 

‘regeneration’ be replaced by ‘redevelopment’ throughout the Terms of Reference. This was 

agreed by the meeting. 

 

2.3. Cllr Church stressed that the consultation process should be open, with local residents being 

able to view all relevant information. SP Broadway confirmed that minutes and agenda would be 

uploaded to a community website.  

http://www.savills.co.uk/


 

 

2.4. Andrew Pritchard said that some Botley residents did not use the internet and suggested the 

additional deposition of minutes and agendas at Botley Library. This was agreed by the meeting, 

along with the insertion of an extra line into point 5 of the Terms of Reference to confirm that one of 

the purposes of the Community Liaison Group was to disseminate information arising from the 

consultation process.  

 

2.5. Cllr Roberts proposed that a representative from the Dean Court Community Association 

should be invited to attend the Community Liaison Group. This was agreed by the meeting. 

 

2.6. Cllr Smith suggested that the younger residents of Botley should be represented on the 

Community Liaison Group. This was agreed by the meeting. Youth Groups and School Councils 

were suggested as sources of these younger representatives.  

 

2.7. Alan Stone proposed that a representative from the Seacourt Hall Management Committee be 

invited to attend the Community Liaison Group. This was agreed by the meeting. 

 

2.8. Cllr Hallett proposed that a representative from Oxford Brooke University’s Botley Sports 

Centre be invited to attend the Community Liaison Group. This was agreed by the meeting. 

 

2.9.The meeting agreed that ‘the West Way area’ was an appropriate term by which to refer to the 

land and buildings proposed for redevelopment.  

 

Item 3: Discussion of agenda for West Way Community Liaison Group 

 

3.1. West Way Community Concern members sought clarification regarding the relationship 

between the Mace consultation process and other channels through which community views were 

being expressed, namely the VOWHDC Development Brief, the West Way Community Concern 

survey (and related community events), and the emerging Botley Neighbourhood Plan.   

 

3.2. Suzanne Malcolm confirmed that the VOWHDC Development Brief for West Way was being 

prepared by architects firm BDP prior to consideration by the VOWHDC Cabinet Council, possibly 

in June.  West Way Community Concern members emphasised that this Brief should form the 

basis of any plans put forward by Mace and discussed through the consultation. Huw Griffiths 

concurred. It was agreed by the meeting that Mace would only put forward plans for consideration 

at the first public workshop after the development brief was published. Suzanne Malcom said that 

she would ask for the brief that BDP had been given with a view to circulation.  

 

3.3. It was agreed that the Community Liaison Group would serve as a vehicle by which 

community views expressed through the West Way Community Concern survey and the emerging 

Botley Neighbourhood Plan could be fed back to Mace. Accordingly community input was put as 

item 5 on the draft agenda for the first meeting of the Community Liaison Group.  

 

Item 4: Discussion of first meeting date for West Way Community Liaison Group 

 

4.1. A meeting in the first week of June was agreed by the meeting.  

 

Item 5: Summary- action points agreed 

 

5.1. That the following amendments be made to the Terms of Reference for West Way Community 
Liaison Group: 



 

 

 

 ‘Regeneration’ be replaced by ‘redevelopment’ throughout the document 

 The sentence ‘Ensure that issues and matters arising from workshops are communicated to 

the wider public (via a website, the library and others forms of media)’ be added to point 5.  

 Anna Pearson from the Dean Court Community Association to be added to the invitee list. 

 Lyn Blizzard from the Seacourt Hall Management Committee to be added to the invitee list. 

 Stuart McCarroll from Oxford Brooke University’s Botley Sports Centre to be added the 

invitee list. 

 That representatives from youth groups/school councils be invited to attend Community 

Liaison Group meetings. 

 
5.2. The following amendment be made to the agenda for the first meeting of West Way 
Community Liaison Group 

 
 Item 5 be amended to be read ‘Community input and discussion’.  

 
5.3. The agreed Terms of Reference and an agreed Agenda for a first meeting in early June will be 
circulated by SP Broadway to the agreed list of Community Liaison Group invitees in due course. 

 
 

 

 

 

 


