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“What Botley Wants!” 
 

Introduction 
 

 West Way Community Concern (WWCC)1 is a local organisation that has for two years led 
work to oppose proposals by developers Doric and Mace to impose an entirely 
inappropriate large scale development on the centre of Botley2. Over 1000 people formally 
objected to these proposals and in December 2014 the Vale of White Horse District Council 
Planning Committee unanimously rejected this proposal.  
 
WWCC support a redevelopment that works with the existing scale of the neighbourhood 
and protects key buildings – the key phrase has been ‘Botley wants better not bigger!’.  
Since the planning decision, WWCC has been focusing on what the people of Botley actually 
want in a redevelopment.  This builds on existing surveys by WWCC and was a first step in 
developing a set of key points for a new development plan. We will also submit these ideas 
to the developing discussion being led by North Hinksey Parish Council on a neighbourhood 
Pan for the area.  
 
This report summarises the results of two events – a public meeting on ‘What Botley 
Wants!’ and a drop-in session about three weeks later on Feb. 14th called ‘I love Botley’. 
 

What Botley Wants! 
 
On Tuesday January 27th 2015 over 140 people from Botley and nearby communities took 
part in a community planning exercise at Botley School. The meeting considered two issues:  

 Botley – what do we value?    

 What do we want to see: 
a) for the West Way area  
b) for the whole of Botley 
 

 People were split into 14 groups of various sizes, each considering the same questions. 
Ideas were fed back and shared and a list of priorities was developed as below. 

                                                           
1
 See: https://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/ 

2
  Botley is a suburban area approximately 2km from the centre of Oxford, with a population of c. 5000.  See: 

http://botleyhinksey.org.uk/about-botley/ 
 

http://botleyhinksey.org.uk/about-botley/
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What do we value about Botley as it is now? 
Many issues emerged. The key ones are: 
 
Key buildings 

 The Elms Parade shops, which must be kept and ideally refurbished. 

 The age-restricted housing at Field House, which should be retained. 

 The independent shops especially on Elms Parade are a key part of Botley 

 The centre contains all key services here including a post office (unlike e.g. 
Summertown)  

 The community hall is important and should be improved 

 The shops are very accessible for cars, cycles and pedestrians (with quick and easy 
car parking) 

 
The area 

 There is a distinct feel to Botley: while it is near Oxford it has a clear identity, even ‘a 
village atmosphere’ 

 The public spaces are very good for  informal meeting and interaction 

 There is a lot of green space across the neighbourhood 

 The variety of shops means that West Way meets a lot of local needs 

 It is close to the countryside as well as Oxford, with good public transport links  

 The local centre is well linked with the surroundings 

 Good schools 

 There are developing facilities (e.g. pool, gym) at the Brookes Uni. site. 
 
The community 

 The sense of community here is very important (and ‘a lot stronger since we faced 
up to Doric!’) 

 There is a good mix of generations with more younger families moving in 

 People feel safe in Botley – very low crime rate 

 Shops, businesses, library etc. are welcoming and friendly 

 There is a lot of community activity 

 People move here and stay 
 

 
Discussion groups coming up with ideas 
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What do we want to see? 
 
The focus of attention is clearly on the central area of Botley - the West Way centre, fronted 
by Elms Parade – since that is the subject of the planning application and appeal. However, 
many of the ideas will cover more than the immediate centre, as will the developing 
Neighbourhood Plan, so this session considered issues for both the West Way area and 
Botley as a whole. 
 

What do we want to see for West Way? 

 
The various table level discussions produced many ideas, and also various approaches to the 
same idea. The ideas are listed here, with the top priorities (those mentioned most) in bold. 
Those that emerged as priorities in the final session are discussed in more detail below.  

 An improved community centre, integrated with the library  

 Offices and flats to create homes and jobs 

 More independent shops and restaurants 

 A design in keeping with Elms Parade at the centre 

 An improved larger supermarket (but of a size to serve the locality, maybe 30% 
larger that the current Coop store) and smaller convenience supermarkets as now 

 A covered public space at the centre of the shopping area 

 A central square with outdoor seating, space for events, market,  and green planting 

 Careful use of Elms Parade as the centre / entrance to the development 

 A low rise design 

 A development of high environmental quality that we can be proud of 

 Maintaining all key services (banks, post office, library, dentist)  

 A small hotel 

 A community arts centre linked to a bigger library 

 More / better social housing 

 More / better retirement homes 

 Green / pedestrianised space in front of Elms Parade 

 A medical centre 

 A playground 

 Retain free easy access parking 

 Better traffic management  

 Safer crossing of West Way for pedestrian access 
 

 
Small group discussion 
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What do we want to see for the wider Botley area? 

 
Over 50 ‘ideas cards’ were completed for Botley. Many overlapped, and they can be 
grouped as below.  The top priorities (those mentioned most) are in bold. 
 

 Better facilities for young people 

 Better use of the Seacourt retail area to include a petrol station (and an electric car 
charge point) 

 Better community centre / facilities 

 Affordable housing 

 A new park / playground (by medical centre?) 

 Improve / redesign the industrial estate and access to it 

 Tackle noise and pollution from the A34 

 Traffic management  

 Better / more accessible medical centre 

 Proper cycle route through the area and linking all the way into Oxford 

 Develop the capacity of local schools 

 Business start-up spaces and support 

 A swimming pool and sports facilities 

 Public toilets 

 Better use of the church and church hall 

 A strong overall design statement /guide 

 Better green landscaping across the area 

 Promote ‘Botley in Bloom’ 
 

 
The exercise to prioritise specific ideas 

 
Conclusions and next steps 

 
There was some discussion about some of these issues and a further prioritisation exercise, 
although the meeting had to close after two hours so this was somewhat curtailed.  Some 
important points came from this. 
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 The community centre issue is seen as a priority, with a new community hall (with more 
than one room for hire) being linked to a modern library3 with a coffee bar /meeting 
place and a small performance space for arts and film events.  Rev. Clare Sykes raised 
the issue of integrating the church of St. Peter and John and the church hall with a 
community centre of this nature. 

 

 Youth and sports facilities including a park / playground are also a key issue. At the 
moment we lack these facilities at the centre of Botley (most are right up the hill on 
Arnolds Way). Any development by the medical centre on the ‘Southern Slopes' area at 
the end of Elms Rd. could include a new public space. 

 

 There was no positive mention of student-specific housing. There is a strong desire for a 
reasonable amount of housing on the West Way site (to improve on what is there now), 
with a focus on housing for families. 

 

 There is a real need to link redevelopment of West Way with the longer-term 
development of the Seacourt retail area (where the loss of the petrol station is a major 
issue) and the industrial estate area off North Hinksey Lane which could deliver more to 
the local economy. 

 

I love Botley! 
 
On Feb 14th WWCC ran a follow-up event. This was a ‘drop-in’ event that ran from 11am- 
4pm at the Seacourt Hall at West Way. Over 120 people attended and took part in the 
activities and much informal discussion. 
 
Community priorities 
 
People were asked to prioritise the key points that emerged from the first meeting: there 
was also the opportunity to feed in further new ideas.  The points from the first meeting 
were written on cards (one per card) and set out on two tables – one for West  Way and one 
for Botley.  16 issues were put on cards for each table. 
 
Those attending were given ten ‘sticky stars’ (five for West  Way issues and five for wider 
Botley ideas) and asked to stick each one to a different card, choosing the issues that they 
saw as most important. 
 
Priorities  for West Way 
 
With 120 people expressing their opinions about 600 stars were allocated across the West 
Way issues, it is unsurprising that all the priorities identified before were well supported. 
 
The four most popular (all with over 70 votes / stars) were perhaps the most fundamental: 

                                                           
3
  For ideas on how a library can develop see e.g http://www.ideastore.co.uk/ 

  or http://www.buildingfutures.org.uk/assets/downloads/pdffile_31.pdf 
 

http://www.ideastore.co.uk/
http://www.buildingfutures.org.uk/assets/downloads/pdffile_31.pdf
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 Keep good independent shops and restaurants 

 Find a way to retain free easy access parking 

 Keep ‘local character’ 

 Keep the post office 
 
Following on from these fundamental ‘needs’ came some more specific points. The most 
popular of these was, by a clear measure with over 50 votes: 

 An improved community and arts centre, integrated with the library  

 Keep it low rise 
 
Also very popular with around 40 votes each were: 

 Refurbishment of Elms Parade to be a central feature  of a new development 

 An improved larger supermarket ( maybe 30% larger that the current Coop store)  

 A covered public space at the centre of the shopping area 

 A central square with outdoor seating and space for events 

 More family homes above shops 

 A development of high environmental quality that we can be proud of 
 
Still popular with 30+ votes were: 

 Green / pedestrianised space in front of Elms Parade   35 

 A playground near the community centre 
 
 
Priorities  for Botley 
 
The issues for Botley were voted on in the same way. Slightly fewer stars were allocated on 
the Botley table. It seemed that people came in, tackled the West Way issues and got 
involved in conversation with their participants or WWCC people about the issues and in 
some cases neglected to do the second table exercise. But over 500 votes were made; 
 
The most popular points (with over 60 votes each)  were for one overall  issue and  one very 
specific point: 

 A high quality design statement /guide / code for the area 

 Keep the Petrol Station (one person pointed out that petrol storage tanks are still in 
the ground on the old petrol station site in front of Travis Perkins) 

 
The next two most popular points (around 50 votes) were: 

 Better facilities for young people 

 Affordable housing 

 Preserve and improve green spaces across the area 
 
Two popular issues with 40+ votes focused back on West Way 

 Better community centre / facilities 

 Better library facilities. 
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Also  popular at this level were; 

 A new park / playground near West Way 

 Proper cycle route through the area and linking all the way into Oxford 

 Business start-up spaces and support 

 Tackle noise and pollution from the A34 
 
Other issues to attract attention were: 

 Better / more accessible medical centre 

 Better pedestrian access between West Way and the Seacourt retail park 
 
One suggestion made on the day was for: 

 Much better ‘joined-up’ planning coordination between the centre of Botley and 
Cumnor, Dean Court, The Brookes Westminster complex, and old Botley / Hinksey. 

 

And another idea!.... 
The 14th event also included sheets for those taking part to add in ideas. Some of these 
amplified or expanded on the key points above; others made more detailed points about 
West Way and the shops which we will feed into any future consultation process.  There 
were a lot of points about facilities for children and young people that reflected the higher 
number of younger people at this event than the previous evening one. 
 
Issues not covered elsewhere included: 

 Renovate and repurpose existing buildings to high standards 

 Tackle and improve the area behind Elms Parade 

 Incentivise good innovative design via a major competition with a celerity judging 
panel 

 Emphasise the ‘transparency’ and accessibility of the site to keep it to a human scale 

 Retain the public toilets 

 Create an outdoor gym /exercise facility 

 Create a pedestrian focused space in front of Elms Parade (less or no parking) 

 The community centre to include a space for films / theatre 
 
And (let’s not forget!) some further ideas: 

 A champagne and lobster bar! 

 A vegan pie shop! 

 A place to meet and play Minecraft in! 

 A majestic Art Deco tower with a restaurant on top offering views over the area! 
 

In conclusion 
 
It was emphasised that all these ideas and others will need to ‘stack up’ economically. As 
was seen with the Doric plan, developers tend to squeeze as much as possible into any site. 
It will be important for the community in Botley to have a clear idea of our priorities in any 
future discussion. 
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WWCC offered to set up a further discussion to take this work forward. These ideas will be 
fed into discussions with Vale D.C. and Mace / Doric, and will also be passed to the Parish 
Council. A number of people signed up to a working group on these issues. Updates will be 
published on the WWCC website  -  https://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/ and Facebook 
page - www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern. 
 
 
  
This report was produced by West Way Community Concern January 2015. Sharing these ideas is welcomed; 
please acknowledge the source. 
 

 

https://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern

