
Commentary on Transport Section of Environmental Impact Assessment 

Summary 

 The transport aspects of the EIA only assess a very limited area (the short section of 

Westminster Way between the proposed entrance and its junction with West Way) 

because it uses flawed analysis to forecasts likely traffic levels. This is the only road 

forecast by the applicants to see a 30% or higher increase in traffic.  

 The statement completely misses out analysis of traffic on the A34 south of Botley 

Interchange, and Westminster Way south of the development which both run through 

an Air Quality Management Area.  

 By using alternative calculations it is shown that consideration should have been 

given to West Way (between Field House and the A420 junction), the entirety of 

Westminster Way and the A420 link road to the A34 all showing increases of over 

30% traffic. On these roads the impacts would be ‘major adverse’, rather than 

‘negligible’. 

Basis on flawed evidence 

The transport aspects of the EIA are based on analysis used in the Transport Assessment 

(TA) submitted in the original Application that has been shown to be fundamentally flawed. 

The same data and analytical approach have been used throughout the EIA. While various 

adjustments can and have been made to account for what would be the case if current office 

buildings were fully used, and for large proportions of potential users already passing by the 

site, it is simply not credible that the new development will lead to reductions in traffic on 

Eynsham Road and Cumnor Hill, especially on a Saturday when the ‘unused office 

adjustment’ is not relevant. The main flaws in assumptions and calculations1 can be 

summarised as: 

 The trip generation rates for all but 3 land use types are quite different for 

calculations of trip generation and for parking accumulation, with no explanation 

given. For the supermarket the difference is 22% and is higher for some others. (This 

leads to about a 15% underestimate of new development trips) 

 The formula used to predict the number of people who visit different shops without 

moving their car is unrealistically high and based on a question in a survey asking 

about something else, leading to total shopping trips being less than supermarket 

trips alone. This is non-sensical.  (This leads to about a 20% underestimate of new 

development trips) 

 The expected origin zones of users is unrealistically biased towards local residents, 

using a methodology that is circular in its logic. (This results in a distribution of road 

traffic onto road network underplaying use of A34) 

 Unrealistic assignment of trips from zones to the network, based on a lack of local 

knowledge of road conditions being applied. (This leads to further underestimation of 

A34 traffic, and a complete lack of recognition that a large proportion will turn off the 

A34 onto Westminster Way) 

                                                
1
 These have been detailed in Appendix 5 of West Way Community Concern’s objection of 27 March 

2014 



 The definition of “surrounding network” for “linked diverted trips” is too narrow, 

excluding the A34/ A420 junction and therefore through traffic on the A34, or A420W/ 

A34 movements. (This leads to traffic on the A34 and A420 West being 

underestimated). 

 Overestimation of trips expected from currently unused office space in the ‘existing 

development’ traffic. About 220 vehicles expected to use 117 car spaces. (Leads to 

an underestimate of about 200 in/out trips per weekday). 

 While a large proportion of trips to the new development are expected to be “pass by, 

or diverted” no such adjustment is made for trips to the existing development. (Leads 

to an overestimate of before traffic of at least 10% for existing trips on various links). 

Even if the overall figures were accepted as correct: 

 Traffic on both the A34 south of Botley Interchange and on Westminster Way south 

of Arthray Road have been ignored. This runs directly through the Air Quality 

Management Area. 

 All traffic from the A34 from the south is assumed to use the Botley Interchange to 

approach the site. In reality a large proportion would use Westminster Way which 

would lead to various environmental issues which remain unaddressed. 

 All traffic from the A420 West (Swindon direction) is assumed to use the Botley 

Interchange, rather than exit at Cumnor and use Cumnor Hill. 

Overlooked factors in environmental impacts related to traffic: 

 All construction traffic is assumed to use West Way and a short section of 

Westminster Way to access the site. This is unrealistic since it is not possible to 

control construction traffic outside the immediate site entrance. There seem to be no 

plans for access when work above ground level of the undercroft car park (with low 

roof clearance) starts and HGVs will have to enter via West Way. 

 No estimate is given for how many of the 600 construction workers will arrive by 

vehicle, or where they will park. 

 Most expected impacts (road traffic, dust and dirt, driver and pedestrian delay, 

accidents and safety, severance and visual impacts) are not discussed because it is 

argued that traffic levels will not increase by more than 30% except on Westminster 

Way (between West Way and the site entrance (where there are few ‘receptors’ of 

impacts. In fact HGV construction traffic is forecast (even using the TIA figures) to 

increase by over 120% on Westminster Way, and by over 30% on West Way under 

the A34, and on the A34 link road (referred to as the “slip road”). 

 Driver delay changes shown as ‘percentage’ increases shown are actually ‘seconds’. 

If they had calculated the percentages the figures would have been very much higher 

– 3400% in one case, but between 20% and 270% in about half of the cases. 

 No special allowance appears to have been made for the very large number of HGVs 

needed to carry earth away from the site to create space for the car park, which will 

be very heavy and carry mud and dust. 

These errors alone make the assessment unfit for purpose and imply much larger impacts 

that have not been assessed. 

 



Estimates of likely traffic levels 

Preliminary estimates of what traffic levels would actually be if the development were 

completed imply that traffic would probably increase; 

 by over 30% on West Way (between Field House and the A420 junction), the entirety 

of Westminster Way and the A420 link road to the A34 – on these roads the impacts 

would be ‘major adverse’, rather than ‘negligible’, and 

 by massively more on Westminster Way for its entire length (quite likely by 100% or 

more).  

Summary of impacts – comparing EIA with alternative assessment 

These levels would produce very high impacts on most aspects measured. A re-assessment 

of the impacts is shown below. (Paragraph numbers refer to the main report, except for 

those in bold which relate to the non technical summary). 

Para Impact EIA assessment Our assessment Comments 
 Overall 

Transport 
NEGLIGIBLE MAJOR ADVERSE Based on flawed evidence, with only 

one short section of road assessed 

8.8 Construction 
traffic impacts 

Negligible Moderate adverse Westminster Way sees 85% HGV 
increase – several other >20% 

8.144 Visual impacts Negligible Moderate adverse HGVs carrying earth will leave mud all 
over roads 

8.152 Severance 
during 
construction 

Negligible Moderate adverse  Disruption to children reaching Botley 
Primary School via Westminster Way 
rather than through site 

8.153 Driver delay 
during 
construction 

Negligible Minor adverse Inevitable delays during road works for 
new traffic signalled junction.  
HGVs entering and leaving will cause 
delays on narrow Westminster Way 

8.156 Pedestrian 
delay during 
construction  

Negligible Minor adverse  EIA only mentions Westminster Way 

8.160 Accidents and 
safety during 
construction 

Negligible Minor adverse Potential danger to cyclists caused by 
mud on roads 

8.163 Hazardous 
Loads 

Negligible Negligible Assuming no asbestos is found on site 

8.165 Dust and dirt 
during 
construction 

Negligible Major Adverse  Plan requires movement of thousands 
of tons of earth to create level car park 
will create dust, mud and dirt 

 Parking by 
construction 
workers 

(not mentioned) Major adverse  600 workers can be expected to bring 
>400 vehicles to be parked in 
surrounding area 

     

8.13 Operational 
traffic impacts 

Negligible Major Adverse Westminster Way, West Way, A420 
link road all see >30% traffic increase. 
Westminster Way likely to be >100% 

8.256 Visual impacts Negligible Negligible  

8.266 Severance Negligible Major adverse Busy access road between community 
and other elements of development 

8.270 Driver delay Negligible Major adverse Increases in traffic would increase 
frequency of road system ‘breakdown’ 
and heavy congestion. More delays on 
Botley Road. West Way, A420 link, 
Westminster Way and at times A34 

8.278 Pedestrian 
delay and 
amenity 

Negligible Moderate adverse 4 sets of pedestrian lights to get from 
‘community’ area to North side of West 
Way. 
Steps required between Arthray Road 



and West Way 

 Cyclist amenity (no mention) Minor adverse Loss of route from Arthray Rd to West 
Way, and need for more busy 
Westminster Way route 

8.292 Accidents and 
safety 

Negligible Moderate adverse Elderly people having difficulty 
learning in new situations 

8.295 Hazardous 
loads 

Negligible Negligible  

 Air quality  Moderate adverse In EIMA report, but not mentioned in 
TIA. Much traffic will arrive via 
Westminster Way part of which is an 
Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

8.298 Dust and Dirt Negligible Negligible  

 Parking by 
users 

(no mention) Moderate adverse Car park is inadequate for expected 
use. 
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Figure 1 - Traffic Impact Locations
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