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Why a survey? 

Vale of the White Horse district council 
surveyed people’s ideas two years ago. 

Since then the proposals have changed and 
grown much larger 

The survey by Doric properties avoided many 
questions 

We want to know what our community 
actually thinks! 



We asked – you told us! 

Our survey was done using paper surveys 
and an on-line version  

722 responses! 

Thank you! 
Thanks also to the Sprout, and all the 
other newsletters and organisations who 
helped  

 

 



So what do we think?  
 

And who are ‘we’? 

What do we like? 

What don’t we like? 

What do we want? 



We have good networks... 
 ... and good neighbours 

We heard about this in various ways: 



We come to West Way often.. 

More than 3 times 
a week and I do 
much of my 
shopping here 

Maybe  
once or 
twice a 
week 

Occasionally 

Never 



Many of us walk! 
 



What do we like? 

We  know much of this from 
our own surveys and 

others. 



Most of us want some changes... 

BUT! 
“it’s important to maintain parts of 

the current development” 



What you said: 

 The place could do with a facelift - but Elms Parade 
frontage should not be altered. 

 Concerned at the height of the development & 
keen it doesn't block views of Wytham Woods at 
the bottom of Elms Rise.  

Absolutely this area needs redevelopment, but 
make sure that the small businesses survive.  



What we like... 

We like Elms Parade! 

83.4% say:  Elms Parade  

‘must’ or ‘should’ stay 



Elms Parade 



Elms Parade: What you said: 

 Botley is Elms Parade -  do not destroy an iconic building. 

 ...could become a gateway to the newer facilities  

 A landmark in Botley 

 An iconic piece of suburbia 

 Elms Parade is an historic building with character, home to 
local independent shops 

 .... exactly the sort of small, specialist local shops we need 
to maintain 

 ... please don't destroy it to make way for another 
anonymous mall! 

 Elms Parade IS Botley. I don't think that the Howse 
family should sell. 



We like the Library 
(and maybe a better one...) 



What you said: 

 Library bigger & better is KEY! 

 Having fought for our library twice in recent years, 
I would like a guarantee hat the new library will 
have a permanent, dedicated space- not just a 
corner of a community centre. 

 Library should be included as fully up and running 
enterprise. 

 Plans for the library re-development are very 
vague! 



Should there be a large supermarket? 



What you said: 

The Co-operative supermarket offers a 
superb service, they should be 
preferred over other supermarkets. 
(Lots like this!) 

The location will not cope with 
increased numbers of people and their 
cars, particularly a large supermarket 



What about other shops? 



What you said: 

 SMALL TRADERS should be retained in any new 
development. These are a vital component for a 
suburban mini-centre like Botley. 

 Let's bring in a farmer's market, specialist baker, a 
good cafe and greengrocer, haberdashery and 
childrens activity centre. A creative mix of shops, 
not one enormous supermarket. Trading must 
continue during construction  

More independent shops - we need the butcher, 
baker and candlestick maker not a cinema  

 



And what about restaurants? 



What you said: 
 

 ...already got 3, which are all very good 

Decent restaurants and bars would be good 

 Restaurants should be bigger and better only 
if they are independent and not chains. No 
multinationals! 



And some open spaces? 



What you said: 
 Don't waste the space on just a handful of mega-

developments that'll immediately put pressure on traffic 
and parking. 

 I do not want a covered in precinct. 

 ....green space with kids area 

 The whole area should be enclosed and roofed to make it 
an all year / weather facility. 

 A performance space in the community centre could be 
used by local / touring acts. 

 important to design a development which enhances a sense 
of community 



And there’s some new  
ideas around... 



The plan for student housing 



What you said: 

 ...alright - depends how much and how it is 
done. 

 is there really a need for it... 250 vacant 
rooms in Brookes University's halls of 
residences (28th March) 

Why only student housing and not regular 
flats/apartments? 

 



And a cinema! 



What you said: 

Any major ventures such as cinema which will 
attract more traffic would be better located on the 
Seacourt site 

 The most ludicrous idea - totally unnecessary and 
inappropriate for the area. 

 Excellent idea! 

  A cinema could be nice as long as it is not too big - 
a similar size as the Phoenix cinema on Walton 
Street would be good. I would be more likely to go 
to one that I could walk to.  

 



What we didn’t ask about.... 

 The Health Centre – we have one: does it need to 
move? 

 The Homebase site – another site for redevelopment 
that could take some of what is proposed 

 Community Centre – need for this accepted – wait and 
see what is offered 

Height and ‘Densification’ – six stories from one end to 
the other?  

 Traffic: it’s unlikely to have a positive impact.... 

 Keeping a supermarket (the Coop) open during 
redevelopment – it’s been done elsewhere 



What you said 

 Traffic: 33 comments (mostly concern) 

 Parking: 66 comments – current system 
popular, concern about changes 

 Few  directly expressed concerns about 
health and height 

 Keep shops open during development 



And one more very major concern.... 

Destroying people’s homes 

The Council and Doric want to demolish 
Field House – sheltered housing that is 

the homes of 60 people 

This is ‘sheltered’ housing – built in the 
1980s – entirely ‘fit for purpose’ 

People retired to these homes expecting a 
secure place to live 



The future of Field House 

Just 7.4% say YES, ‘This should be done if it is 
needed for the extended development’ 

47.8 % say ‘The existing sheltered housing 
should be retained’ 

40.2%  ‘If this is to be done then new housing 
should be built before any demolition to allow 
people to move easily’ 



What you said: 
MANY comments expressing extreme concern: 

  The people living in Field House thought they would be 
there for the rest of their lives! Don't disrupt them! 

 Present residents are happy there and are very upset 
about this proposal. 

 I find it appalling that Doric wish to move our elderly out 
their homes.  At the latter stages of peoples' lives this is 
extremely unsettling and will cause much upset (and 
possibly shorten lives).   

 The residents of Field House should not be split up and 
sent to other area 

 The Field House decision should be made by the people 
who live and work there (and the relatives) 

 



Review – key points 
 

We accept the need for some change 

We’d like some real improvements 

We value what we have – especially 
Elms Parade and its’ independent shops 

The sheltered housing should be 
protected 

No huge demand for major new 
facilities 



And finally.... 

“I do hope your plans allow 
the Big Issue vendor to 
continue his business in 
front of the Co-op. He 
helps OAPs with their 
shopping and trolleys and 
is very polite to all.” 

 



Thank You! 

These results will be on our website: 
http://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/ 

http://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/
http://westwayconcern.wordpress.com/

