
 

Issue 19: Over 700 comments! But it's not over yet...

30th March 2014

Dear Lorna,
 

Over 700 comments registered! 
 
Thank you to everyone who submitted comments. At the Thursday

deadline over 700 were showing on the Vale website! This is an
amazing response from the community. But, it's not over yet....
 
Three important pieces of news, and some actions:
 

1. The West Way consultation period is extended until at least
the end of April while the Vale await Doric's Environmental
Impact Assessment report. So, if you've not objected, or know
someone who hasn't yet, there is still time.

 
2. The Local Plan consultation closes this week at 4pm on Friday

4th April. Objecting to the Local Plan is very important,
to prevent changes that would make it easier for Doric's plans
to go through on a resubmission. We have sample text and
advice - see details below.

3. Neighbourhood Plan survey:
North Hinksey Parish Council are canvassing opinions on a
Neighbourhood Plan - see details below.

96% object including our MP and other
organisations
 
West Way volunteers have been assessing all responses as
they pour in. Our current count from 521 individual
residents is: 

 501 objections 

13 in support of the application
7 neutral comments

That's 96% opposition. 
 
Organizational objections have also been submitted by
Cumnor Parish Council, North Hinksey Parish Council, St Peter
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& St Paul Church, the Oxford Diocese, Oxford City Council,
Oxford Preservation Trust, Oxford Civic Society, and many
more.
 
Sovereign Housing raises many concerns over the proposed
facilities for current Field House residents and concludes
that 'this proposal cannot be welcomed'.
 
Among the objectors is Nicola Blackwood MP for the
area. She states clearly in a detailed response that "The Doric
plans, as currently submitted, are not the right answer."
She specifically calls on Vale Council "to refuse this
application" 
 
You can read Nicola's objection on her website and access the
WWCC objection on our Resources page.

Look out for coverage in the press.

Object to the Local Plan - don't let Doric's plans
in the back door!
 

Now is also a key time to object to the Vale Local
Plan which is open for consultation until 4pm Friday, 4th
April. The previous and new local plan both refer to Botley as a
local service centre, however the supporting text is clearly
pointing to a much bigger role for Botley to meet wider
needs. We need to object to this so that the grounds for
objecting to the scale of the Doric plans are not
undermined. If the current West Way application is refused, it
will be primarily on the grounds that it is contrary to local plan
policy. If the new local plan goes unchallenged, the grounds for
objecting to a resubmission would be weaker. In addition the
new Local Plan threatens green belt land around Cumnor. 
 
We have a sample objection letter on our website that you can
use to combine with your objection. You can also attach your
West Way objection as back up. 
 
Submit your comments THIS WEEK on the Local Plan here: 
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-
and-building/planning-policy/new-local-plan-2031

Your thoughts sought on a Neighbourhood Plan

for Botley & North Hinksey 
  

If you live within the parish of North Hinksey you will shortly

receive a letter from the Chairman of the Parish Council seeking

your opinion on the possibility of a Neighbourhood Plan for the

area. There is a paper slip to return or you can email with your

response. 

 

Neighbourhood Plans have to work within the Local Plan but help

to give local people a voice in shaping the future of their

community. This is especially timely with the West Way plans and

threats to the green belt in our area. The Vale website states:

"Neighbourhood Planning is a positive tool that you and your

communities can use to shape development in your community by

setting planning policies for a given area."

 

We would encourage you to respond and help the NHPC to come
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to a decision about this. The deadline to respond is April 15th. 

Reminder of how to summit comments on the
West Way plans
  

To make your comment go to the Vale website here.  

Remember to compose your comments elsewhere and save

e.g. in Word and copy and paste into the online form. Or you

can send an email to planning@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and use

the subject: Planning Application P13/V2733/FUL. 

You can find resources to help you write your objection, including

two template letters to use or pick from on our website. 

What's next?
West Way Community Concern will continue to keep you
updated through the next phase of the application process. We
will keep sending these emails as well as producing a
newsletter and we will continue our presence in the shop at 5
Elms Parade, thanks to the Howse family.
 
We are looking forward to engaging with you on how to shape a
positive future for Botley. 

And finally ... 
Remember you can still ...

Write to the local press - help us keep the media
profile high for this issue.
Display a poster: available in our shop 
Like us on Facebook or follow us on Twitter - and spread
the word by sharing with your friends
Help us with a donation. We have had a lot of support
but the expert advice we are getting is not cheap. You
can drop a donation in at Cafe Aloha or donate direct by
making a payment to: West Way Community Concern,
at The Co-operative Bank Plc, Sort code: 08-92-99,
Account no: 65704273

Thank you for your continued support. Together we can achieve
a better future for Botley.

Yours sincerely,

The West Way Community Concern Committee

West Way Community Concern | | w estw ayconcern@gmail.com | 

19 Raleigh Park Road

Botley

Oxford, OX2 9AZ
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