
Making your objection
When you’re ready, write to the Vale Planning Department. The best way 
to respond is on-line – the link for on-line objections is on our website. 
You can of course respond by post. Send a letter (quoting the planning 
application number – P13/V2733/FUL) to Planning Dept., Vale of White 
Horse District Council, Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, Oxon, 
OX14 3JE. Make sure that you get your letter in before the 27th March 2014.

Together we can make sure Botley gets the  
RIGHT redevelopment – one that’s in character 

with the area and meets local needs

Keep up to date on Facebook: www.facebook.com/WestWayConcern
Visit our website at http://westwayconcern.wordpress.com

Email us at westwayconcern@gmail.com

West Way Community Concern. C/o Cafe Aloha, the Square, Botley.

Public meeting
St Peter and Paul Church 
27th February – 7pm

Come and hear 
about how and 
why we are 
objecting, and how 
you can make your 
voice heard.

West Way 
Community Concern 
needs your help!
We are very grateful for your 
wonderful support so far. We 
are still raising funds for more 
expert advice and publicity.  
If you’d like to help you can 
donate at Cafe Aloha, in the 
Square at Botley or directly to: 
West Way Community 
Concern, Co-operative Bank, 
sort code: 08-92-99,  
account number: 65704273

DECISION TIME FOR BOTLEY

No more Elms Parade … the new face of West Way?  
(Doric’s image – we’ve just added the extra traffic that will be generated)

Doric Properties has now applied for planning permission  
to redevelop the centre of Botley. Their proposals are 
overwhelmingly unpopular – 600 people formed a chain of 
protest around the shopping centre in November, and local 
people have raised over £6000 to fight what they see as an 
unnecessary over-development. These plans will change 
Botley from a local shopping centre to a much larger 
commercial complex. The picture above is based on Doric’s 
own drawings.

Botley needs redevelopment, but not on this scale. To get 
the right solution for Botley we need to defeat these plans, or 
ensure they are greatly scaled back. If Doric’s plans are not 
what you want for Botley, make your voice heard NOW! 
This leaflet tells you how to object.

Make a planning objection by 27th March 2014!



HOW TO OBJECT
Your objection will only be heard if it is made to Vale District Council through 
formal channels. You can object via Vale’s website or by post (see below). 
Objections have to be made on valid planning grounds (see the box) – it’s not 
enough to simply say you don’t want the development.

West Way Community Concern (WWCC) is working with expert planning 
advisors. They advise us that these are good grounds for objection:
� It is out of scale and character – Botley is a local centre in a residential 

area; the development is out of scale and out of character (and the loss 
of Elms Parade and Field House).

� It is contrary to local plan policy – changing Botley from a local 
shopping centre to a major sub-regional centre.

� It is contrary to national planning policy as it doesn’t take account of 
local social and environmental factors.

� Transport issues – especially the impact on West Way, Botley Road, 
Westminster Way, Cumnor Hill, Eynsham Rd, the A34 junction. These 
already suffer frequent congestion.

� Environmental issues – The development is likely to cause problems  
of air pollution (Westminster Way already exceeds safe pollution levels), 
noise pollution and drainage issues.

We (WWCC) will be submitting our own objections, and will share these 
when they are ready.

Remember that your objection needs to focus on what the council call ‘material 
planning considerations’. These include:
— Loss of privacy — Loss of light
— Car parking and traffic generation — Noise and disturbance
— Character of the area — Design, appearance and layout
— National and local policies

The scale and impact of the Doric scheme  
is unchanged.

Doric have made some cosmetic design improvements, but the scale of their 
plans is unchanged. They are asking for permission to:

� Demolish Elms Parade and replace it with a building almost  
140 metres long and between 4 and 7 stories high

� Demolish Field House and the vicarage to make way for a 
multiscreen cinema and chain restaurants; Field House would be 
replaced by a block of flats with no garden, and none at ground level

� Build a 7 storey block for 525 student flats and 100 hotel rooms

� Build a supermarket at least as large as Sainsbury’s at Heyford Hill.

See the full plans at our shop on Elms Parade or on our website.

Botley needs redevelopment, but not on this scale.

To get the right solution for Botley we need to defeat these plans, or ensure 
they are greatly scaled back. If Doric’s plans are not what you want for Botley, 
make your voice heard NOW!

YOUR VOICE COUNTS!

Tips for objecting
� Pick up a leaflet from local shops or Aloha Cafe.

� Focus your objection on one issue at a time.

� Keep your letter to the point and state your objections clearly.

The dark blocks represent the full height outline of the proposed buildings as viewed from West Way. The existing buildings are labelled.


